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CHAT. I. 


Tart days had Henry Byland 
buſily paſſed, after taking poſſeſſion of 
his deceaſed aunt's fortune, amidſt the 
examination of papers, bonds, leaſes, 
&c. in the delightful contemplation of 
his wealth; but on the fourth, laſſi- 
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tude began to accompany him, and 
he roamed from one gloomy apart- 
ment to another, in ſearch of variety, 
when happening to approach the bow 
window of a remote drefling-room, he 
ſaw before him a vaſt and magnificent 
proſpect. Aſtoniſhed with the gran- 
deur of the ſcene, he ſummoned his 
ſervant, and ordered a horſe to be got 
ready, that he might enjoy the ſere- 
nity of evening in the fineſt country 
he had ever beheld. 


It was a romantic part of Weſt- 
morland, abounding in pictureſque 
| beauties ; yet theſe, though of the 
higheſt kind, obtained only a curſory 
view from Byland, who, in one of the 
richeſt vallies nature ever adorned, 
planned an elegant phaeton, that was 
to n envy and admiration, in the 


crowded 
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crowded duſty environs of London: 
and thus meditating, he proceeded, 
till his horſe having narrowly eſcaped 
a fall, his attention and curioſity were 
rouſed together. 


He now looked around, and found 
himſelf cloſe to a ruined lodge, that 
evidently once had been handſome. 
The gate needed not a porter's aid, 
for one half was entirely gone, and the 
other could no longer turn with ſafety 
on its ruſty hinges. Through this 
gate Henry Byland entered a noble 
park, in which he ſaw a houſe of 
charming architecture, dropping into 
ruin; a ſerpentine canal, covered with 
filth and weeds; an elegant Chineſe 
bridge, repaired with coarſe pieces of 

timber, and a wide coach road, utterly 
impaſſable through neglect. No traces 
| B 2 of 
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of inhabitants were to be ſeen, except 
a foot- tract amidſt the high graſs on 
the lawn, to a door in a part of the 
manſion, which appeared to commu- 
nicate with the offices and ſtables. 


Such objects, where beauty and or- 
der ſhould have reigned, could not 
fail of exciting both the ſurpriſe and 
curioſity of Henry Byland: he wiſh- 
ed to know why all this was left to 
mercileſs confuſion, and who was its 
proprietor; but no'one being in ſight, 
he turned his horſe's head, and re- 
gaining the lane, thought he ſhould 
probably find ſome perſon on the road, 
of whom he might aſk this informa- 
tion, 


Scarcely had he proceeded a quarter 
of a mile on his return, when he met 
a ve- 
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a vehicle, ſomething of a deſcription 
between a chaiſe and a cart, in which 
fat an old man, and a pretty young 
girl about ſixteen. The ſingularity 
of its ſhape diverted Henry Byland, 
and he turned round to take another 
view. At that inſtant the horſe fell, 
and before he could poſſibly reach 
them, the carriage was overturned, 


The young lady eſcaped without 
injury; and Mr. Byland finding the 
old man quite ſtunned with the fall, 
placed him in the chaiſe, and pro- 
poſed conveying him to ſome houſe, 
Aſſiſted by a countryman, he repaired 
the broken harneſs, and mounting the 
girl, as a guide, on his own horſe, he 
led the carriage himſelf. 


B 3 Henry 
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Henry Byland's companions were 
by no means elegantly habited: and 
when the young girl entered the very 
park he had ſo lately quitted, he con- 
cluded they muſt be domeſtics be- 
Jonging to its owner. His guide 
jumped from her horſe; and opening 
the door of that noble manſion by a 
ſtring latch, „I will run, Sir,” ſaid 
+ ſhe, „and call the ſervants. to aſſiſt 
*my uncle.” 5 


A dirty-looking woman and an 
awkward country lad preſently ap- 
peared, followed by a young lady, 
whofe face and form were nearer per- 
ſection than Byland had ever viewed. 
before. She burſt into tears on ſee- 
ing the apparently-lifeleſs corpſe, and 
he addrefied himſelf to conſole her, 

3 4 while 
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while the ſervants carried the old gen- 
tleman into the houſe. 


Henry Byland next diſpatched the 
lad on his own horſe to the next vil- 

lage for an apothecary; and from him 
he learned that he was now at Sud- 
bury Park, that the perſon whom he 
had aſſiſted was Mr. Sudbury, and 
the young ladies, Caroline and Clara, 
luis nieces, 


Scarcely had Mr. Sudbury reco- 
vered the uſe of his faculties, when 
Clara, with great eagerneſs, related 
the ſervices Henry Byland had ren- 
dered him; and during the time ſhe 
was ſpeaking, her uncle betrayed no 
fort of emotion, but kept his eye fixed 
on Byland with a kind of ftedfaſt ſuſ- 
piciouſneſs, 
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Pray, young man, ſaid he, when 
Clara had finiſhed, “ who are you? 


1 think I never ſaw your face be- 
fore.“ 1 


« Sir,” replied Byland, © I ama 
ſtranger, lately arrived to take poſ- 
ſcſſion of the fortune of my aunt 
Langmore, of Langmore Hall, whom, 
perhaps, you knew.“ 


« Oh, oh! ay, ay!” ſaid Mr. Sud - 
bury, relaxing the caution of his brow, 
„ knew her. I would have mar- 
ried her when ſhe and I were younger, 

but durſt not venture. Why, the kept 
a Chariot, Only think, two horſes, a 
coachman, and footman, for a woman 
who might have walked while ſhe was 
young; and when ſhe grew old, kept 
one horſe, and rode behind a boy. 
50 
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So ſhe has left you all, has ſhe? Well, 
good night. Come, and dine with 
me to-morrow, and we'll talk about 
poor Mrs. Langmore. If ſhe hadn't 


kept a chariot Too much mo- 
ney for a young man.” 


Henry Byland's ſlumbers that night 
were diſturbed with confuſed dreams 
of the Sudburys; but every waking 
reverie was regular, - it begun with 
Caroline, and ended with Caroline. 
Early in the morning he aroſe, and 
dreſſing to as much advantage as 
mourning would allow, he rode to 
Sudbury Park hours before the uſual 
time of dining in a gentleman's fa- 
mily. The ſervant lad met him at 
the door, took his horſe; but ſeeming 
to be unacquainted with the etiquette 
of announcing or introducing, Byland 


ſaw 
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| | ſaw 1t neceſſary to enquire where he 
| | | ſhould find Mr. Sudbury. 


4 « In the ſtone-parlour,” ſaid the 
| Jad. | 


« And in what part of the houſe 
am I to look for that?“ 


« Why, go through the hall,“ re- 
plied the Jad, turn down the paſſage 
on your right hand, and open the ſe- 
cond door on your left.“ 


| Obeying this direction, Byland ar- 
* rived at the apartment, which, from 
| great courteſy, bore the name of par- 
'l lour. It was indeed paved with ſtone, 
ji had formerly been a ſervants' hall, 
and its furniture conſiſted of a deal 
table, a few worm-eaten wooden chairs, 

and 
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and an old cane ſofa, On this was 
ſeated Mr. Sudbury, and Clara beſide 
him, placing a patch on the ſleeve of 
her unele's coat. Caroline was ſpin- 
ning at a diſtant window, and, as if 
aſhamed of her occupation, ſtarted on 
Byland's entrance, and. involuntarily 
pufhed away her wheel. 


To Henry Byland's enquiries con- 
cerning the conſequences of his fall, 
Mr. Sudbury gave ſhort anſwers,— 
Then putting on his ſpectacles, — 
« Come, young man,” ſaid he, © F 
will read you fome news.” And he 
was as good as his promiſe; for, 
though Byland had ſeen the ſame paper 
a week before, he had contented himſclf” 
with peruſing the articles of faſhionable 
or political intelligence, but now he 
heard of every auction and ſale by 

candle, 
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candle, of footmen without places, and 
places without footmen, &c. &c. and 
ſo on, from the title at the top, to the 
very note at the bottom, which in- 
formed him where letters, poſt- paid, 
would be duly attended to. 


Dinner ſucceeded: it was neither 
delicate nor profuſe; and Henry By- 
land found himſelf compelled to make 
a philoſophic meal, and give denial to 
the appetite which youth, air, and 
exerciſe, had created, 


Mr. Sudbury grew very loquacious 
over his bottle of poor port, and told 
the ſtory of Mrs. Langmore and her 
chariot ſo often, that Henry's patience 
was quite overcome; and at length 
* ſtarting from his ſeat, he begged to 
take a view of the gardens, 

| &« I have 
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© { have no ſuch uſeleſs things,” 
ſaid Mr. Sudbury; * I only grow 


our own cabbages and potatoes; but 


if you have a mind to look about 


you, the girls can go, and afterwards 


they may ſhew.you the houſe,” 


Clara ſprung up, and tied on her 
ſtraw hat with alacrity ; but Caroline 
bluſhed, and looked reluctant, as if 
unwilling that a ſtranger ſhould be 
witneſs to ſuch a ſcene of parſimo- 
nious devaſtation. 


It was true, Mr. Sudbury had no 
gardens. The ground formerly uſed 
for ſuch was now a wilderneſs of 
weeds ; the hot houſe converted into 
barns; and the fruit-trees having been 
cut away for fuel, the walls which 


once ſupported them were mouldering 


into 
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into decay. In the houſe, Henry 
Byland traverſed a range of noble 
apartments, and ſaw pictures mildew- 
ing on the damp walls, hangings rot- 
ting, and rich carpets moth-eaten.— 
He returned to the ſRone-parlour, 
much inclined to deſpiſe his enter- 
tainer, yet anxious to know more of 
him, and particularly intereſted for 
Caroline and Clara. 


They were now joined by a Mr. 
Northington, a man who, neither from 
dreſs nor eaſe of manners, claimed 
with Mr. Byland the title of geatle- 
man. He was about thirty, not tall, 
but well formed, his face compoſed of 
harſh features, his eye grey, quick, 
and penetrating ; — every line of his 
countenance denoted capacity; and 
the general expreſſion of the whole 
would 
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would not fail to recommend itſelf to 


a ſtranger of diſcernment. Mr. Sud- 
bury and Clara both ſeemed glad to ſee 
him, but Caroline looked at him diſ- 
dainfully, and juſt bowed her head to 
his ſalutation. 


The newſpaper was again reſumed, 
and read with the ſame punctuality as 
before; nor did this ſpecies of enter- 
tainment prove quite ſo diſguſting to 
Mr. Byland as might naturally be 
ſuppoſed, for he could repel the ſenſe 
of hearing to indulge the ſenſe of ſight : 
—happily he was ſeated oppoſite to 
Caroline, 


Mr. Sudbury appeared to expect 


amuſement from Northington. He 


repeatedly demanded news of him, 
and pertiſhly aſked if he had nothing 


to 


— - — 


16 ORPHAN SISTERS. 


to ſay; but Northington as conſtantly 
caſt dubious looks on Mr. Byland, who 
perceiving that his preſence checked 
every effort of Northington to be 
gay, and not ſuppoſing that a com- 
panion of Mr. Sudbury's could be 
alſo a companion for him, he ordered 
his horſe, and rode back to Lang- 
more Hall. 
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CHAP. II. 


Tre next morning, while Henry 
Byland was ſeated at the breakfaſt- 
table, he was ſurpriſed at receiving a 
viſit from Mr. Northington, who en- 
tered the room with an air of ſervile 
gaiety, and a countenance totally the 
reverſe of that he had worn the pre- 
ceding evening. His well-turned 
compliments, and apparent conſciouſ- 
neſs of the diſtance fortune and rank 
had placed between them, gave him 

VOL, I. C con- 
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conſequence in the eyes of Mr, By- 
land, who, though diſtinguiſhed for 
his eaſy politeneſs, was at all times 
ready to accept the flattery of allowed 
ſuperiority. He invited Northington 
to ſhare his repaſt, fell into familiar 


converſation with him, and aſked if 


he could not give him a ſhort hiſtory 
of the Sudburys. 


« Moſt willingly, Sir,” replied 
Northington ; © the requeſts of Mr. 
Byland I ſhall ever be proud to obey.” 


© The father of my good friend, 
Mr. Sudbury, Sir, was originally a 
merchant; but having rich legacies 
by relations, and gaining a handſome 


fortune with his wife, he was enabled 


to retire from buſineſs early in life, 


He fixed his abode here, built the 
houſe, 


my \ 
* 
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and planned the park you have ſeen. 
I have heard old pcople, who knew 
him, ſay he was much liked in the 
neighbourhood. He was good-na- 
tured, Sir, loved hunting and ſhoot- 
ing, and ſpent his rnoney in the 
country, | 


© The preſent Mr. Sudbury and 
Mr. Charles (the father of the hand- 
ſome Mifs Caroline) were all his chil- 
dren. Mr, Charles was the darling of 
his father. He intended him for a di- 
vine, and gave a clergyman, who in- 
habited a ſmall white houſe that is yet 
ſtanding by the eaſt wall of the park, 
a good ſalary to edurate his boy. 
This parſon, Sir, had a daughter, as 
handſome, they ſay, as Miſs Caroline 
is now, - Don't you, Sir, think Miſs 
C 2 Caroline 
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Caroline Sudbury amazingly hand- 
ſome ?” 


« Upon my ſoul I do,” replied 
Byland. © One ſpark of vivacity 
would make her an angel.” 


« Ah, Sir,” ſaid Northington, ce ſhe 
is out of her ſphere. Ar Sudbury 
Park, I can affirm, Miſs Caroline will 


never ſnew vivacity. But to pro- 
BR, 


* They laughed at Charles Sud- 
bury's love for Miſs Graham, called 
it boys and girls play; but it was no 
play with Mr. Charles. He went to 
college, ſtaid his time, took orders, 
came home, and in a month was mar- 
ried. The tidings flew to Sudbury 
Park that hour; and in three more, 
a will 
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a will was made, which declared the 
eldeſt ſon ſole heir to 2000]. a year, 


and cut poor Mr. Charles off with 
one ſhilling. 


© In leſs than a fortnight it was 
perceived that the father's love began 
to predominate over the reſentment ; 
for, though yet aſhamed to retract his 
raſh vow, he enquired of every body 
what Charles did, what he faid; and 
I have been told that he uſed to walk 
hours by the eaſt wall, in hopes to 
meet his poor ſon. Had Mr. Charles 
known it, indeed, but he carefully 


kept out of ſight, fearing to increaſe 
his father's anger, 


© While his mind was in this irre- 
ſolute ſtate,, the old gentleman was 
- thrown from his horſe, and fractured 
C 3 his 
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his ſcull; and Charles, hearing of the 


- accident, forgot his fears, and would 


not be denied acceſs to him, Mr. 
Sudbury was ſenſible, though ſpeech- 
leſs ; a gleam of ſatisfaction overſpread 
his countenance ; he raiſed himſelf in 
bed, threw his arms around his neck, 
and expired on the boſom of his be- 
loved boy. 


Ill news, you know, Sir, —— 
Mr. Charles Sudbury was unable to 
attend either the funeral or the read- 
ing of the will ; yet he prelently learn- 


ed that he was left utterly deſtitute. 


In a few days he viſited his brother, 
whom he found diſcharging the ſer- 
vants. — You muſt have obſerved, Sir, 
that Mr. Sudbury does not love ex- | 
pence. — Some words aroſe between. | 
the brothers; Mr, Sudbury, I believe, 

6 re- 
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reproached, and Mr. Charles reſented ; 


ſor the latter left the houſe in great 
warmth, and the next day removed with 
his wife to a remote part of England, 
where he earned a ſcanty ſubſiſtence 
by a ſchool and curacy. None knew 
of his abode, till a fellow-collegian 
and good friend, Sir George Elting- 
ton, returned from his travels, traced 
him to his cottage, and removed him 
from mud walls, thatch, and a poor 
curacy, to a noble parſonage, and a 
living of 700l. a year.” 


« Bravo!” ſaid Byland, 


© It had been happier,” continued 
Northington, © for Mr. Charles Sud-- 
bury and his family, had this good 
fortune glided on him by degrees. 
It ruſhed ſudden like an impetuous 
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torrent, and overwhelmed all thoſe 
leſſons of prudence which three years 
of indigence had taught. He became 
thoughtleſs and profuſe; and living 
on terms of intimacy with Sir George, 
even attempted to equal him in ex- 
pence, who had a rental of many 
thouſands per annum. He caſt no 
retroſpect on former miſeries, nor 
looked forward to worſe that awaited 
him, till his friend and patron went 
to reſide on the Continent. His cre- 
ditors became importunate; and to 
rouſe him completely from his dream 
of folly, his wife, on whom his very 
exiſtence depended, was carried off 
by a putrid fever. Cruſhed by this 
unexpected ſtroke, he fell into a gal- 
loping conſumption. 


In 


00 0: 


ORPHAN SISTERS. 25 


© Tn ſhort, Sir, his diſeaſe lay too 
near his heart for medicine to reach. 
Native air was preſcribed. I faw 


him when he came down, attended by 


his two daughters, and took lodgings 
in this neighbourhood ; for, though 
poor, he was ſtill proud, and would 
not go to Sudbury Park. 


« Ah! Northington, ſaid he to 
me one day, for } was much with 
him, © I cannot now look my chil- 
dren in the face with confidence; even 
their endearments ſeem to reproach 
me. Sir George Eltington is abroad; 
and were he at home, what dare I aſk 
of him? He raiſed me to affluence, 
and I have reduced them to beggary. 
Hear me, my Caroline and Clara! I 
bequeath you to your uncle; and 

ſhould 


* 
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ſhould he not prove the friend my 
prayers aſk for you, and Sir George 
Eltington returns, preſent yourſelves 
to him, and tell him that your dying 
parent implored him, that, though he 
ſhould deſpiſe the memory of Charles 
Sudbury, to pity his helpleſs off- 
ſpring.” 


© This unfortunate man died, and 
was buried beſide his father. His 
books and furniture were ſcized and 
fold, and nothing was left for the 
young ladies, Mr. Sudbufy, how- 
ever, took them home, but he firſt 


diſcharged a ſervant, and they ſupply 
her place. . 


Four years they have now been 
here; but we can hardly ſuppoſe that 
8 . a gem 
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a gem of ſuch luſtre as Miſs Caroline 
can much longer be hid in this ob- 
ſcurity.— Do you ſtay long in Weſt- 
morland, Sir?“ 


*« I believe not,” replied Byland. 


ES CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 


Lxss penetration than Northington 
poſſeſſed would have ſufficed to read 
the character of Henry Byland. Edu- 
cated as the heir to wealth, his capacity 
rendered ſubſervient to his paſſions, 
untaught that the reſtraint of thoſe paſ- 
ſions would purchaſe happineſs, —he 
rioted in their unlimited indulgence ; 
and in purſuit of falſe, deſtructive 
pleaſures, ſquandered a plentiful for- 
tune, and was actually deliberating 
4 between 
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between the gaming-table and a piſto], 


when news arrived that Mrs. Lang- 
more, who once renounced him for 


his follies, had unexpectedly made him 
her heir. 


Northington had heard of his fame, 
but knew him not perſonally. A 
ſtranger in Mr. Sudbury's parlour 
could not be ſcen by Northington 
without dread; but that dread was 
changed to ſatisfaction, when he heard 
the name of Henry Byland. He pro- 
miſed himſelf that an attachment would 
take place between him and Caroline 
Sudbury ; and foreſaw, in the conſe- 
quences of that attachment, his tri- 
umph over all the obſtacles that ſtood 
between him and the accompliſhment 
of his favourite project. 


North- 


30 ORPHAN SISTERS, 


Northington ſet out in life with 
5ool. half of which he ſpent in con- 
ſidering how to apply the whole; and 
of the other half he was eaſed by a 
falſe friend, and a ſtill-falſer woman, 
who bore the title, and was generally 
ſuppoſed to be his wife. 


This lady had alſo contrived to lay 
on his ſhoulders a load of debt: flight, 
and a change of name, ſecured him 
from the conſequences of that, and he 
conſoled himiſelf by reſolving to make 
his experience of its full value. He 
now deemed himſelf a man that knew 
the world, that 1s, he had feen various 
inſtances of fraud and villainy, and 
learned only one leſſon from them, 
namely, to be the er inſtead of 
the duped. 


As 
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As remote from the capital, he 


rowed name of Northington, in Weſt- 
morland. He engaged as clerk to 
an attorney near Sudbury Fark, ſoon 
found means of introduction ro Mr. 
Sudbury, gained his confidence by 
ſubmitting to all his humours, gra- 


"* 


ing the tittle-tattle of every neigh- 
bouring town and village, ſerved him 
as ſteward, butler, and groom, with- 
out a ſalary, and became fo neceſſary 
at the Park, that it was the general 
opinion of the neighbourhood, North- 
ington would certainly be Mr. Sud- 
bury's heir. Such he intended to be, 
and kept reſerved one maſter-ſtroke, 


which was to ſecure him the good he 
deſired to attain. 
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tified his paſſion for news, by collect- 
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But this was not all ſmooth and 
eaſy road with Northington. Dread 
of rivals, continual ſtruggles of con- 
tending paſſions, conſcious of his ſu- 
periority in underſtanding, yet com- 
pelled to bow in deference to opinions 
the moſt abſurd, obliged to eſpouſe 
the cauſe, and ſubmir to the practice, 
of abſtinence and avarice, while he 
panted for the enjoyments of pro- 
Fuſion and luxury, brow- beat, or ca- 
reſſed, as caprice dictated, praiſed for 
no merit, and inſulted without a cauſe. 
Such were the mortifications North- 
ington continually endured, and de- 
ſervedly as the mean paraſite of a fool . 
and miſer. 


Nor was the removal of Caroline 
Sudbury quite ſo probable as his firſt 
hopes ſuggeſted ; for, though Byland 

wor- 
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worſhipped the beauty of Caroline, 
though he fixed day after day for his 
departure to London, and ſtill found 
pretences again to ſay farewell, though 
he was a man practiſed in intrigue, 
yet neither love, ambition, nor the 
dread of loſing him for ever, could 
| influence Caroline Sudbury to depart 
from virtuous principles. 


Northington till perſevered ; for 
nothing, he imagined, would ſo much 
forward his own plans, as removing 
Caroline, and fixing on her, in the 
eyes of her uncle and ſiſter, an in- 
ol ll delible diſgrace. Steadily, therefore, 
did he watch over Henry Byland, and 
artfully amended, while ſuppoſed by 
Byland an utter ſtranger to his views, 
every plan laid by this raſh lover of 
Caroline, plans formed from ſudden 
VOL. I. D--- im- 
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impulſes, daringly put into execution, 


without one grain of reflection on the 


poſſibility of their defeat. 


But Ca- 


roline was equal to the defeat, had 
they poſſeſſed the extremeſt caution ? 
that even Northington could have 


given them, 


Baffled, wearied, and urged on by 
impetuous deſire, Henry Byland at 
length demanded the hand of Caroline 3 


Sudbury. 


* AY, BY. ſaid Mr. Sudbury, 1 


« young man, you have my conſent, 


and a hearty welcome. 


Keep. her | 


cloſe, I adviſe you. Caroline is proud, 
like her father. She was good for 


nothing when ſhe came here: ſing, | 


and draw, and dance, a fiddle faddle. ' 
Spinning and knitting for me. Ay, 


av, 
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ay, if your aunt Langmore hadn't 
IX kept a chariot.” Then from the newſ- 
paper read a liſt of brides, who, to 
his certain knowledge, could neither 
churn nor make bread; and, in the 
*Foverflowings of his heart, offered to 
Y buy Coroline a wedding gown, though 
Ine had had a new one only ſeven 
months before. 

at 
ne i 


88 


Henry Byland not caring to lead 
is bride to church in garments ot 
Mr. Sudbury's chuſing, begged leave 
ry, 1 o preſent the young ladies with dreſſes 
nt, Wor the occaſion, and without much 
her 1 liffculty prevailed. 
ud, 
for | 
ing, 
dle. 
Ay, 


av, 


But who can deſcribe the trembling 
dy of Caroline, when ſhe received the 
ows of Byland. She loved him with 
xtravagance, her imagination placed 
D 2 bim 
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him on the ſummit of perfection, be- 
yond her moſt aſpiring hope; and 
when ſhe heard that the truth and ten- 
derneſs, from whence ſhe deemed it 
impoſſible for Byland to depart, were 
to be her's, and her's for life, ſcarcely 
could ſhe reſtrain herſelf from falling 
at his feet in adoration, His gifts 
covered her with confuſion; ſhe bluſh- 
ed that ſhe needed them, and out of 
her own neceſſities formed for him 
another attribute of excellence. 


Now Clara ſaw the matter in a very 
different light, ſaid it was true that 
Mr. Byland was handſome, agreeable, 
and rich; but then Caroline was ſu- 
premely beautiful: and who had ſo 
great a right to marry the man ſhe 
loved as ber ſiſter, who was both 
beautiful and good; called Byland a 
dear 
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dear charming man, when ſhe receiv- 
ed his preſents; and, without other 
thanks, inſtantly ran away to teaſe 
her uncle with an exhibition of her 
finery, 
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CaROLINE SUDBURY had 
ſcarce known the contradiction of a 
wiſh, till ſhe loſt her parents. Pro- 
miſingly lovely in infancy, with mild, 
affectionate diſpoſitions and acute feel- 
ings, ſhe was adored both by father 
and mother, and in every thing pre- 
ferred before her ſiſter, who, as a child, 
had no beauty to boaſt, was hardy, 
i fearleſs, and robuſt, and eager to ac- 
5 cept of amuſement, though at the 
| | expence 
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expence of that refined delicacy which 
was deemed ſo much the ornament of 
Caroline. 


Caroline was fourteen when taken 
under Mr. Sudbury's care, and Clara 
but ten. Nothing could be more 
miſerable than ſuch a change of ſitua- 
tion for the former, now compelled 
to perform menial offices, and habited 
in the coarſeſt dreſs. She daily wept 
over theſe her penances, was generally 
ſullen to her uncle, always diſdainful 
to Northington, and centered the en- 
thuſaſtic tenderneſs of her heart, which 
before was divided between father, 
mother, and ſiſter, in that ſiſter alone. 
Clara was the world to her; and to 
accuſe Clara of a fault, was to rouſe 
the natural meekneſs of Caroline into 
fury. 

r Clara 
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Clara ſwept rooms and ſung; would 
range over the wild Park, and find 


bceauties even amidſt deſolation; would 


haſten to obey her uncle's commands, 
fly acroſs the lawn to meet Northing- 
ton, and ſay that her ſiſter would be 
the ſweeteſt girl in the whole univerſe, 


and ſhe ſhould love her dearly, dearly, 


if ſhe would but promiſe never to 
fizh or cry again without a reaſon. 


The wedding-day being kept at 
Langmore Hal}, Mr. Sudbury 1n- 
dulged voluptuouſly in good cheer, 
and ſecretly rejoiced that he had ſaved 
his pair of half-fed ducks: for another 
occaſion; nor did he betray one to- 
ken of regret when Byland named the 
next day for their departure to Lon- 
don. But here aroſe a cloud, which 
Caſt a temporary ſhade over Mrs. 
Byland's 


% 
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Byland's felicity; — to leave Clara 
behind was dreadful; yet Byland had 
not invited her to accompany them, 
and Caroline already thought herſelf 
too much oppreſſed by obligations 
from him, to urge one requeſt. She 
muſt then part with Clara. Clara re- 
Joiced in her ſiſter's happineſs, ard 
wept not till the Park wall had ex- 
cluded the poſt- chaiſe from her view, 


Mr. Sudbury exulting as much as 
he could exult, ſat down to calculate, 
from the pence to the pounds, of the 
ſavings that would accrue to him from 
Caroline's marriage. Clara was now 
full fifteen, and he conſidered, that as 
ſhe never complained of wearineſs, or 
ſhewed diſſatisfaction, he might as well 
increaſe her burthens, and add the 
offices Caroline had performed to her's, 


and. 
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42 
and thus prevented the dreadful ne- 


ceſſity of another ſervant. 


Clara ſaid the days were long enough, 
and it was all very well, 


The habits of a miſer diſplayed 
themſelves very early in Mr. Sud- 
bury ; and from the time of his poſ- 
ſeſſing the fortune of his father, they 
ſeemed to increaſe, His paſſion was 
more that of ſaving than gerting ; for 
he ſuffered his houſe, his grounds, 
&c. to loſe their value, for want of 
due attention; and he had ſeveral 
farm-houſes on his eſtate which were 
untenanted, becauſe unrepaired ; but 
nought could induce him to part with 


the dear guineas that once became 


depoſited in his efcritoir. The mo- 
meat Sudbury Park became. his, he 
ſold 
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fold books, plate, carriage, hunters, 
and hounds, diſcharged all the ſer- 
vants, took the ſcrvants' hall for his 


own parlour, and abandoned the ſpa- 


cious apartments, with their elegant 
furniture, to gloom and damps. His 
dreſs was coarſe, mean, and dirty; 
the ſame buttons had ſerved many 
coats, and as long as any of them 
exiſted, they were likely to remain in 
Mr. Sudbury's ſervice. Their num- 
ber had been retrenched by the de- 
moliſhing hand of time, but he con- 
tented himſelf with thoſe that were 
left, deeming it needleſs to hive more 
buttons than were abſolutely neceſſary 
to cloſe the two ſides of his coat; and 
he wiſcly determined to ſubſtitute 
ſtrings when the remaining few ſhould 
drop away. 5 
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As Mr. Sudbury advanced in life, 
he became (notwichſtanding the ex- 
treme frugality of his table) much 
afflicted with the gout; and its re- 
peated attacks had nearly deprived 
him of the uſe of his limbs. He 
could no longer follow his hay-ma- 
kers, &c. on foot, and was compelled 
to meditate on a carriage. 


His houſe ſtood five miles from 
any market-town, and he had a little 
cart, which once a fortnight was diſ- 
patched to bring home proviſions. 
The horſe that drew it was an in- 
duſtrious pains- taking animal, who 
did all the buſineſs his maſter had for 
him, and then was let out at ſo much 
per day to the neighbouring farmers. 


After 


ow”. 3 


Y — | 
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After long deliberation, Mr. Sud- 
bury hit on a charming expedient; 
and ſending for a carpenter, directed 
him how to make a wooden top and 
ſeat, which being added, formed a ſort 
of chaiſe, or, removed, leave the mar- 
ket-cart in its original ſtate, This 
was a uſeful contrivance, and proved 
ſo great a luxury, that Mr. Sudbury 
wondered he had lived ſo long with- 
out a carriage. 


Next to unlocking his cheſt, and 
viewing an undiminiſhed ſtore of gold, 
the newſpaper was a ſource of high 
enjoyment to Mr. Sudbury. T here 
was one publiſhed weekly in a neigh- 


bouring town. This paper laſted him 


regularly five days out of the week; 
and never did he fail of reading every 
| article 
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article three or four times each day. 
But the ſixth day his pleaſure was 
at an end; wretchedneſs for want 
of preſent amuſement, and impa- 
tience for next day's paper, filled up 
its place, 


Mr. Sudbury dearly loved a com- 
panion, one to whom he could read 
his darling newſpaper, or when he 
choſe to be ſilent, would regale him 
with little hiſtories of his neighbour's 
private concerns; and as Northington 
ſo well ſuited himſelf to all theſe im- 
portant purpoſes, no wonder he ſhould 
reign unrivalled in Mr. Sudbury's fa- 
vour. Yet, though he called the day 
a wretched one in which he ſaw not 
Northington, he imagined himſelf 
widely the ſuperior ; and having been 

what 
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what 1s called an extreme handſome 
man, he delighted much in ridiculing 
Northington's comparative defects of 
purſe and perſon. 


CHAP. 
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A YEAR now elapſed with un- 
common rapidity, according to Ca- 
roline's calculation; but Clara, who 
dreſſed for no operas, paid no viſits, 
ſaw no plays, danced at no balls, 
found her ſummer rambles with North- 
ington, and her uncle's winter ſtories 
of their uſual length, ſaw, as formerly, 
her favourite flowers progreſſively 
blow into perfection, and the leaves 


of 
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of the high elms as gradually yel- 
lowing and drooping to decay. 


Caroline's letters were ſhort, all in- 
cidents, buſtle; and rapturous com- 


mendations of her Byland. Clara's 


anſwers all thought, with a long poſt- 


ſcript, generally containing ſomething 


affectionate of her uncle, and mind of 
Northington. 


So arduous a votary to diſſipation 
had Mrs. Byland been for the firſt 
twelvemonths of their marriage, that 
early in the ſecond ſhe diſcovered its 
varieties were not inexhauſtible, and 
gladly would ſhe have bartered thoſe 
pleaſures for retirement, and the ſo- 
ciety of her huſband. Nothing was 
more unlikely than ſuch a change; 
for the novelty of her attractions had 

FUL. 15 . ceaſed 
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ceaſed, with it his paſſion ; and when 
he heard others laviſh in admiration 
of Mrs. Byland, he perchance would 
tor a moment remember, that he once 
did think her as higuly beautiful. 


About the time that Byland's be- 
haviour degenerated from tenderneſs 
into mere civility, Caroline became a 
mother; and ſolicitude for her ſon 
ſo much abſorped her keen feelings, 
that ſhe hardly obſerved, or was ready 
to find excules for the change in her 
huſband; though often would ſhe ſigh, 
and wiſh he would be more at home, 
and liſten longer to the anecdotes ſhe 
collected with much care and punc- 
tuality of her little darling. But if 
Byland ran away from theſe hiſtories, 
and gave the infant but common 
praiſe, Mis. Byland had a friend, who 

5 was 
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was ready to allow its every look and 
action bore marks of uncommon beau- 
ty and unbounded capacity. 


In Mrs. Wenham, Caroline found 
this ſupple friend; a lady who occu- 
pied elegant apartments near the dwel- 


ling of Byland. She was called a wi- 
a dow, and ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed of 
on a genteel income. Mrs. Wenham 
285 came among the firſt viſitors to Mrs. 
dy Byland, and by her flattering attention, 
ner ſnewed that ſne wiſhed rather the place 
Zh, of an intimate than a gueſt; and Ca- 
ne, roline, ever ready to form attach- 
ſhe ments, where there was equality of 
a ſituation, met her advances with great 
tl 


kindneſs, and deemed herſelf fortu- 
nate, that her attractions could change 
dignity into tenderneſs; for the con- 


fident look, the haughty ſtep, and lofty 
— E 2 de- 
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demeanour of Mrs. Wenham, paſſed 
currently with Caroline for dignity. 
As to Byland, he had not delicacy or 
feeling enough, to enquire into the 
merits of his wife's female acquaint- 
ance, or he might have learned, partly 
from obſervation, partly from en- 
quiry, that from Mrs. Byland to Mrs, 
Wenham nothing was due but con- 
tempt and averſion. 


In truth, Mrs. Wenham was an 
abandoned woman. Various intrigues 


had ſhe ſupported, and frequently had b 
extorted conſiderable ſums from the fi, 
credulous. But theſe ſhe had not © 
power to withhold from a mere gam- m 
bler, whom ſhe liked, and who exerted fre 
over her the ſame influence ſhe exerted to 
over others, and for the ſame pur- ne 
poles. At length, arriving at the age W 


8 
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of thirty, and ſenſible that art itſelf 
could not long beſtow on her the 
ſemblance of youth and beauty, ſhe 
lad the reſolution to break this con- 
nexion, and, with 150], eſtabliſh her- 
ſelf in reputable lodgings, and aſſume 
the character of a rich widow, in or- 


der to try her chance of marriage with 
ſome man of fortune. 


Accident threw Byland in her way, 
at a time when her money was almoſt 
gone, and her hopes lowered by ill ſuc- 
cels, His conduct revived them a- 
freſh, and he had flirted with ſo much 
conſtancy, that ſhe was ſure of a for- 
mal declaration when next they met, 
from his departing hint on ſetting out 
to Weſtmorland, But Henry Byland 
never thought of marriage with Mrs, 
Wenham ; he purpoſed only an in- 
E 3 trigue, 
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trigue. It was one of his fixed prin- 
ciples to avoid all trouble; and the 
lady ſeemed ſo much at her eaſe, that 
ſhe juſt ſuited his taſte, and he ima- 
gined himſelf fond of her; but till he 
ſaw Caroline Sudbury, he had no idea 
to how great an exceſs he could be 


fond. 


Extreme, then, was the mortifica- 
tion Mrs. Wenham endured, when ſhe 
ſaw her young and wealthy lover re- 
turn with a bride, Three days ſhe 
paſſed in revolving plans; all her for- 
mer deſigus were fruſtrated, and ſhe 
had nothing left for it now, but to 
return to her old way of life. This 
reſolve, aided with a little reſentment 
to Mrs. By land, the author of her diſ- 
appointinent, induced her to turn her 
thoughts azain on Byland, who might, 

and 
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and likely would, be as fickle to his 
wife as another; and ſhe was certain 
he had the power of making a good 
ſertlement. The proſpect was invi- 
ting, and worth a trial, 


On this ground, and with the in- 
citement of ſowing diſſention between 
them, ſhe ſought an intimacy with 
Mrs. Byland, hinted many times the 
ſeierity with which a wife ought to 
treat an unkind, inattentive huſband ; 
and diſliking that the property which 
ſhe intended in future to partake of, 
ſhould be ſquandered without her aſ- 
ſiltance, ſhe frankly informed Caro- 
line, that Byland was haſtening to- 
wards beggary at the gaming- table. 


Effectually did this intelligence rouſe 
Mrs. Byland's terrors: not even the 
E 4 death 
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death of her little Henry could her 
mind paint with more attendant mi- 
ſery to herſelf, than the idea of po- 
verty inſtantly produced. Her father's 
death, the ſeizure of their property, 
her ſervitude with her uncle, and the 
| happy elegance in which ſhe now li- 
| ved, were all remembered, and many 
hours elapſed before ſhe could think 
with any compoſure on the means of 
preventing this impending evil. But 
no length of deliberation gave her 
courage to utter one word of reproach, 
or even expoſtulation to her huſband 
and at length ſhe fixed on perſuading 
| him to make a viſit to Sudbury Park, 
1 and flattered herſelf ſhe ſhould there 
| deviſe a means to begin the wiſhed- 
for conference, 


Byland | 8 
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Byland received the propoſal very 
well, and aſſented; but an hour before 
they were to depart, he told Caroline 
he had changed his mind, and could 
on no account leave London uſt then; 
but added, that ſhe might go, and at 
the expiration of three weeks, he 
would come to conduct her home 
again. Obſerving that Caroline avail- 
ed herſelf of the window-leat, to hide 


1 
— o 


4  — _—— 


2 


a trembling which rendered her un- 1 ; 

able to ſtand, and the ſudden paleneſs , { | 

of her complexion, he roughly de- Jl 
| manded what the d | ailed her; nM 
and ſaid} that if ſhe could not part M 
; with him for three weeks, it was time 1 
| ſhe learned another leſſon, as it was [2 
- not improbable that he ſhould often | 


take a ſudden trip for three months, 
without aſſigning a why, or a where- 
d ore. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Byland burſt into tears; he 
whiſtled; and Mrs. Wenham, who 
was preſent, opened a muſic-book, 
that her eyes might not tell how 
much was her ſatisfaction. She was 
miſtaken in ſuppoſing this three weeks 
had any reference to her; for gaming, 
at preſent, altogether occupied his un- 
ſteady mind; and had he believed he 
ſhould have met at Sudbury Park, 
a party who would with him, from 
night to morn, purſue this deſtructive 
vice, he would have ordered two more 
horles to the chaiſe, and {till found his 
conveyance travelled not with the ra- 
pidity of his wiſhes. 


Further oppoſition on the part of 
Mrs. Byland was at an end. Ac— 


companied by her child and a ſer- 
| vant, 
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vant, ſhe arrived at Sudbury Park, 
without meeting any Occurrences on 
the way that cauſed her to forget how 
generally a gaming-table and ruin are 
allied, 
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CH: APs. 


Mx. SUDBURY received her 
without manifeſting either pain or 
pleaſure, and in the courſe of the firſt 
five minutes, aſked her how many 
hundreds Byland ſaved of his yearly 


income. 


Caroline ſaw with aſtoniſnment the 
improvement of her ſiſter's perſon, 
whoſe form might now even vie with 
Mrs. Byland's for ſymmetry and grace. 

She 
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She had not the regularity of feature, 
the tranſparency of complexion, which 
Caroline could boaſt ; but Caroline's 
heart told her, that to gaze on Clara 


intently, was to ice lovelineſs in per- 
fection. 


During the enſuing three weeks, 
Sudbury Park was Paradiſe to Clara, 
for Caroline and Caroline's child were 
there. But that happineſs, that un- 
mixed delight, which filled the pure 
and innocent mind of Clara, was ſor- 
rowfully diminiſhed, when the arrival 
of Byland ſer thoſe malignant paſſions 
afloat, which, in a greater or leſs de- 


gree, reigned in every breaſt around 
her, 


He came to Sudbury Park, not in 
conformity to the promiſe made his 
4 w fe, 
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wife, but his favourite club had been 
diſperſed by various accidents, and he 


wanted a novelty. In Clara, indeed, 
he found a novelty ; one whoſe beauty 
was derived from her intelligence, 
whoſe grace was not taught by the 
ſometimes eaſe, ſometimes conftraint 
of faſhion, but ariſing from native de- 
licacy, from genuine feelings. 


By no means could Byland under- 
ſtand or appreciate the true value of 


5 Clara Sudbury; for he knew not that 
; the animation which rendered her 
| countenance ſo attractive, had its 
iq ſource in her more-beautiful mind, 


5 It was her form and face alone that 
he admired; and to ſuch an exceſs 
* was this admiration carried, that he 
"i looked but at Clara, ſpoke but to 
. Clara, planned ſor her alone ſchemes 

of 
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of pleaſure; and Mrs. Byland could 
ſcarcely be more removed from his 
attention, had ſhe been in London, 
while he was at Sudbury Park. 


Anguiſh at this dreadful certainty 
of the loſs of her huſband's affections, 
became the portion of Caroline ; and 
though her heart continually repre- 
ſented the innocence and affection of 
Clara, vet ſhe could not forbear ſhrink- 
ing from her ſocicty, or converſing 
with her only on her eager wiſhes to 
return to London. 


Jealouſy, with equally, and perhaps 
ſeverer pangs, overwhelmed the foul 
of Northington. From their firſt in- 
troduction at Sudbury Park, he had 
deemed it proper to marry one of 
Mr. Sudbury's nieces, and ſecure, by 
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relationſhip, what he hoped to poſſeſs 
as favourite .He had fears, grounded 
on the pride Mr. Sudbury took of 
being his ſuperior; but the conve- 
niencies ariſing from ſuch a connexion, 
he imagined would reconcile all par- 
ties. Caroline ſtood firſt; but whe- 
ther he approached her with reverence 
or familiarity, with complaiſance or 
tenderneſs, haughty contempt ſhe con- 
ftantly returned. Repulſed by her 
pride, he repaid it with concealed, 
though inveterate hatred; and encou- 
raged by the complaiſant diſpoſition 
of Clara, he formed of her better 
hopes, and promiſed himſelf that even 
the length of time which muſt eſcape 
before his views could be declared, 
was a fortunate circumſtance, as it 
muſt afford him means and oppor- 
tunity of enſuring the utmoſt ſucceſs. 

Caroline 
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Caroline was the great barrier; he 
knew ſhe would ſee his deſign, and 
oppoſe it with all the vigour of which 
ſhe was miſtreſs. This induced him 
to wiſh her diſgraced. Had ſhe left 
Sudbury Park as Byland's miſtreſs, 
Mr. Sudbury would have renounced 
her, Clara have dreaded a ſtranger, 
ſhunned the world, and thought the 
protection of Northington her ſureſt 
alylum. This part of his plan failed, 
but he had highly ſucceeded in gain- 
ing the affections of Clara. Child- 
hood, and during the two years that 
Mrs. Byland had been abſent, though 
in appearance a woman, Clara was 


{till ro him the kind, playful, artleſs 
girl. 


© Tf ſhe did not love me,” ſaid 
Northington one day to himſelf, © ſhe 
VOL. I. F would 


" FS . 

i 2%." - : _ — 

8 4s ko, 4 Y , un # «* ' 
27ͥͤ Se ᷣͤ ira 
3 n 
22 * Py . 3 
— r D UBS ws wo 
— SL „ >. 4 - 
: 0, Py 2 


66 ORPHAN SISTERS» 


would now be aſſuming airs and con- 
ſequence, for ſhe is ſeventeen, and 
almoſt an angel. Let me ſee; — it 
will be bad policy to venture an ex- 
planation with her, till I have ſpoke 
to the old man, We muſt live with 
him, I ſuppoſe. That's horrid, to be 
ſure; but he cannot laſt long; and 
then what alterations will I make, 
pulling down, rebuilding, amending, , 
repairing ; and what continual delight 
ſhall I find in exhibiting elegance and 
ſpirit, and in teaching my ſweet Clara 
to do the ſame. I'll go ſound the 
miſer,” 


The miſer was fitting on the old 
ſofa, in one of his ſilent, ſullen moods, 
and, as uſual, expeted Northington 
was come to bear his ill-humours, to 
talk him into ſpirits. 

te Who 
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Who ſent for you?” ſaid Mr, 
Sudbury, 


« I come, Sir,” replied North» 
ington — 


Then hemmed, and ſat filent, roll- 
ing one thumb over the other, and 
looking earneftly on the matted bot- 
rom of the next chair, 


« And pray,” ſaid Mr. Sudbury, 
after ſome time waiting, for what 
did you come ?” 


« Hem! I was thinking, Sir —— 

Another pauſe ſucceeded. 

e You were thinking, I ſuppoſe, 
you might as well go again; and I 


think ſo too.“ 
F 2 « Very 
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« Very true, Sir,” replied North- 
ington, without having once changed 
the poſition of his eyes, or ceaſed the 
motion of his thumbs. 


« What do you mean ?” cried Mr. 
Sudbury, 


« Miſs Clara, Sir, is ——" 


And again Northington came to a 
period. 


cc Curſe you,” cried Mr. Sudbury, 
« you ugly puppy, what do you 
mean?“ 


Rouſed by the violence of Mr. 
Sudbury's manner, and unable on the 
ſudden to collect his thoughts into 
their uſual channels, he made a pre- 

2 cipitate 
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eipitate retreat into the Park, found 
Clara there, and ſeizing her hand, 
hurried her from place to place, aſk- 
ing if a ſhrubbery would do here, a 
clump of trees there; whether a tem- 
ple would not ſuit that hill, and a 
grotto this valley, till, ſuppoſing him 
certainly intoxicated, ſhe ſnatched a- 
way her hand, and ran in to tell her 
uncle, whoſe exertions had chaſed his 
ill- nature; and defirous of being amu- 
ſed, he joined in Clara's opinion, and 
was highly diverted to recollec: how 
like a fool Northington had looked, 


Northington readily availed himſelf 
of this excuſe, and all matters were 
ſet right; but he reſolved to take 
warning, and not to ſuffer his ima- 
gination to betray him thus again. 
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Several ſucceeding days Northing- 
ton ſat down by Mr. Sudbury, to be- 
gin the ſubject of Clara; but an in- 


ward trembling, a confuſion of ideas, 


as conſtantly attended the deſign, and 
ſtruck him ſpeechleſs. Theſe furpri- 
fing and uncommon emotions were 
to him utterly incomprehenſible, till 
the glaring admiration Byland be- 
ſtowed on Clara, convinced him he 
was the ſlave of more paſſions than 
ONe, 


Clara had wqund herſelf round his 
heart, while he ſought only to enſnare 
her's; and while he ſaw her every 
day, and ſhe ſaw, converſed, or walk- 
ed with him alone, his tranquillity 
was too perfect to give him oppor- 
tunity of finding the true ſtate of the 

caſe; 
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caſe; but now he obſerved that ſhe 
treated Byland with nearly the ſame 
affectionate eaſe and candour which 
had hitherto invariably diſtinguiſhed 
her behaviour to him; his heart ac 
cuſed her of injuſtice ; and inſtead of 
the obſequious attention he uſed to 
ſhew her, he gave ſhort anſwers to 
her queſtions, turned from her, if ſhe 
ran to meet him, and averted his eye 
from her face when ſhe fixed her's on 
him. 


Mr. Sudbury, too, was unuſually 
ſullen and petulant to Clara; for By- 
land drew her from her houſchold 
buſineſs; it was neglected, the ſer- 
vants committed a thouſand extra- 
vagancies, a quantity of proviſions 
were conſumed, and the frugal order 
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of his family totally ſubverted. Vet 
he had not courage to ſay to his 
gueſts, Go; and poor Clara, the moſt 
innocent of all, bore the weight of 
their ſeveral diſcontents. 


CHAP. 
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5 CaROLIINE loved me till ſne 
married,“ ſaid Clara to herſelf, (juſt 
after receiving a pointed inſtance of 
Caroline's unkindneſs;) well then, I 
muſt never marry, for I ſhould till 
love my ſiſter, my uncle, and North- 
ington. Yet my uncle and North- 
ington, too, are unkind, and they are 
not married, I have not deſerved it, 
and they muſt love me again.“ 
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Animoſity, open and unreſerved, 
blazed forth between Byland and 
Northington; the latter no longer 
crouched and flattered, and the for- 
mer in vain would have frowned him 
into inferiority. Northington had ſo 
much the advantage in point of in- 
tellect, and his ſarcaſms poſſeſſed ſo 
much ſpirit, as well as ill- nature, that 
they inflamed the proud temper of 
Byland beyond endurance, and he one 
day ſtarted from his ſeat, and would 
have ſtruck Northington, but Clara 
threw herſelf between them, and then 
with ſtedfaſtneſs reproved their equally 
impatient folly. 


From this time Clara aſſumed the 
utmoſt reſerve with them all; and 
Byland, feeling a little ſname, more 


vexation, and knowing their ſtay had 
been 
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been extended from three weeks to 
five, conſented to fix their departure, 
and inſiſted at the ſame time that 


Caroline ſhould urge Clara to go with 
them. 


The invitation had been firſt given 
by him, and Clara ſaw that her ſiſter's 
did not originate from her own wiſhes, 
but from obedience to her huſband's, 
Clara therefore ſaid, No. Not a rea- 
ſon did ſhe aſſign, not an excuſe did 
ſhe frame, but poſitively, and deter- 
minately, no, was all her anſwer. 


The morning came, the moment 
arrived, and Caroline's heart would 
have yielded to its affection, but pride 
roſe to forbid the acknowledgment; 
for Clara, with compoſure, and almoſt 
gaiety, buſied herſelf much in the pre- 

parations 
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parations for their journey. And thus 


the ſiſters, who in truth loved each 
other as ſiſters ought, parted as if 


their joys were ſo widely ſeparated, 
that to meet were only to be mi- 
ſerable. 


Clara was going to her chamber, 
and had aſcended the ſtair-caſe a few 
ſteps, but hearing a foot croſſing the 
hall, ſhe turned round, and ſaw North- 
ington. She ſtepped down, and ap- 
proaching him, with the utmoſt ſim- 
plicity held out her hand. 


© Why are you ſo hard-hearted, 
Northington?“ ſaid ſhe. 


«Not: I hard-hearted; it is you, 
Miſs Clara. Oh! how could you 
ſuffer that ideot, that half- formed 


; man, 
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that Byland, to fawn on you like a 
puppy? Oh! my ſweet Clara, my 
life, my angel!“ - And ſeizing her in 
his arms, he kiſſed her lips and neck 
repeatedly with violence, 


Breaking from his rude claſp, with- 
out ſtaying to anſwer or reproach, ſhe 
flew up the ſtairs to her apartment, 
and faſtening the door, as if fearing to 
be purſued, ſat down almoſt breathleſs 
in the window-ſcat, 


This window commanded a view 
of that hill which the travellers had 
to aſcend. The carriage was uſt paſ- 
ſing out of ſight, but the two fervants 
on horſeback had not yet reached the 
ſummit, and were full in view. Clara's 
mind, at preſent all tumult, and un- 
uſually diſpoſed to look on the dark 

ſide, 
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ſide, immediately drew a compariſon 
between her ſiſter's ſtate and her's ; 
and thus her diſturbed fancy repre- 


ſented the contraſt: Caroline happy 
in a good huſband, a lovely child, a 
circle of admiring, applauding friends, 
pleaſures attendant on her wiſhes, hap- 
pineſs and joy her inmates. Herſelf 
Poor, dependent, caſt off by one friend, 
and deceived in the other. 


Could ſhe proceed further ? No : 
and the breaſt in which peace had 
once repoſed its choiceſt bleſſings, 
now ſwelled with envy and diſcontent. 
A ſummons to dinner banrſhed theſe 
thoughts, but they returned while Mr. 
Sudbury delivered his ſurly lecture 
on the enormities committed in his 
houſe, during five long, cruel weeks; 
and ere this meal was finiſned, an in- 

cident 
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cident occurred, which tended to give 
Clara's diſcontents their fulleſt force. 


The ſeaſon had been remarkable I 
for heavy rains, and ſome part of the | 
country had been much damaged by 
the river overflowing its bounds. A 
ſmall mill, and the miller's adjoining 
cottage, were waſhed away by the 
flood; and the unfortunate owner, 
ſtruggling to ſave his little property, 
was drowned in the attempt. This 
accident happened in the night, and 
the poor widow, with five children, 
were in that hour deprived of every 


thing they poſſeſſed. 


Reduced to the ſad neceſſity of 
begging ; among other doors ſhe came 
to Mr. Sudbury's. He read the pe- 
. tition twice, (though he already knew 
- 6 | the 
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the fact,) then complained of the in- 
jury his park-wall had ſuſtained by 
the ſame flood; and after deliberating 
half an hour, threw down two-pence. 
Indignation ſuffuſed Clara's cheek ; 
ſhe ſtarted from the table, found the 
poor ſufferer at the gate, and put ſe- 
ven ſhillings into her hand, a ſum ſhe 
had juſt received from her uncle for 
ſome very different purpole. 


Mr. Sudbury dreaded and ſuſpected 
the cauſe of Clara's ſudden abſence 
and quick return, and ſhe neither de- 
nied nor attempted to excuſe, but at 
once confeſſed the fact. Never before 
had ſhe ſeen her uncle half ſo angry. 
He ſtuttered with paſſion, called her 
names, and ſaid he had already given 
too much to beggars, for her and 
her ungrateful ſiſter were nought but 

beggars, 
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beggars, when he took them from 
ſtarving to, eaſe and plenty. Clara 
ſtaid to hear no more, but haſtening 
away to an old bench in the moſt 
remote corner of the Park, there al- 
lowed free efFution to her tears. 


Suddenly ſhe heard a ſound of 
mirth, and through a crevice in the 
wall, which could not boaſt of good 
repair, ſaw half a dozen of the upper 
ſervants, in a neighbouring Baronet's 
family, walking, laughing, talking, and 
ſporting, as if care and they were un- 
acquainted. Clara looked at them a 
while, and then ſat down again on 
the old bench to ruminate. 


<< have ſeen theſe people before,” 
ſaid Clara, “ and always gay. Surely 
the life of theſe ſervants mult be hap- 
VOL, I. G py: 
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Py : they perform their duties, receive 
the commendations of their employers, 
and have hours and means given them 
of recreation. If their employers are 
unjuſt to their deſervings, they are at 
liberty to ſeek for better fortune, — 
Why then ſhould not I be ſuch a 
ſervant? Honeſt labour is no diſ- 
grace. My uncle ſays I have been a 
beggar. To be a beggar, would in- 
_ deed be diſgrace, while J have youth, 
health, and hands.—I will go,” ſaid- 
ſhe; „I can free myſelf from the 
harſhneſs of my uncle, though J can- 
not make my ſiſter and Nor * 


She was about to ſay Northing- 
ton, but ſwift recollection ſtopped her 
rongue, and covered her face with the 
'glow of indignation, 


40 No,” 
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No,“ added Clara, with a deep 
figh, “ indeed, I cannot make my 
ſiſter love me as ſhe ought.” 


The more ſne thought of this 
ſcheme, the more eager ſhe became 
to purſue it, and the real obſtacles 
vaniſhed before the ſuppoſed advan- 
tages. As London appeared the only 
place to which ſhe could go with ſe— 
curity, it was there allo ſhe ſuppoſed 
there could be no impediment to her 
fixing in a deſirable ſituation, With 
the ardour of youth, ſhe reſol ved firſt 
on the journey, and then conſidered of 
the means how to accompliſh it. 


That very afternoon Clara had been 
appointed by Mr, Sudbury to go to 
the market-town., With her ſhe car- 
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ried all the little elegant trinkets ſhe 
had received as preſents from Mr. 
and Mrs. Byland : and taking the firſt 
price offered, though not half their 
real value, ſhe beheld herſelf miſtreſs 
of four pounds ſome odd ſhillings. 
What a mine! thought Clara. 
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CHAP; VIII. 


W HEN Clara reached home, the 
heard that Northington was with her 
uncle; ſhe retired, therefore, to her 
chamber, and found excuſes for keep- 
ing out of the parlour the reſt of the 
evening; but on finding he was gone 
into the ſtable, ſhe flew down, and 
throwing her arms round Mr. Sud- 
bury's neck, © My dear, dear uncle, 
good night,” | 
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She was going to add, God bleſs 
you ! but hearing Northington come 
into the room, ſhe hid her face with 
both hands, ruſhed paſt him, and was 
up ſtairs in a moment. 


Mr. Sudbury fixed his eyes on the 
open door with a ſtupid flare, but was 
filent; and Northington, in his life, 
never had leſs inclination to ſpeak ; 
ſo Clara's behaviour paſſed without 
comment, was ſoon forgotten by Mr. 


Sudbury, though not to eaſily by his 
companion. 


When the family retired to reſt, 
Clara employed herſelf in packing up 
a little parcel, conſiſting merely of a 
{mall change of linen; and then, her 
light being extinguiſhed, ſitting down 
by the window, ſhe waited impatiently 


for 
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for the firſt dawn of morning. Not 
even total darkneſs invited. her to 
ſleep ; her imagination was too buſily 
awake, and her thoughts hurried from 


one idea to another, till ſhe was giddy 
with their confuſion, 


At length day-light appeared. She 
threw up the ſaſh, intently gazed on 
the Park, the adjoining fields, the 
lanes, her eyes filling with tears, and 
her heart with ſorrow, as if every foot 
of the ground had been the fond nurſe 
of her youth, to whom ſhe was now 
about to ſay, Adieu! perhaps for ever. 


This tender regret for a ſhort time 
ſtaggered Clara's purpoſes ; but re- 


membering how nearly all theſe ſcenes 
were connected with Northington, that 
the pleaſures ariſing from them had 
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been ſhared, and even enhanced, by 
him,— him, whom once ſhe loved, 
reſpected, and proudly called her 


friend, — im, who had inſulted her, 
that now had no friend. 


Theſe reflections renewed her vi- 
gour, and effectually ſubdued every 
lurking effort of reluftance. It was 
eaſy for Clara to quit the houſe and 
park, without being heard or ſeen; 
and at three o'clock, in a beautiful 
morning, with a light heart, and wil- 
ling fcet, ſhe fer forward on this ro- 
mantic journey. Ten miles had ſhe 
to walk bcfore ſhe reached the main 
road, but was fortunate enough to 
find a I ondon ſtage changing horſes 
at the inn, which immediately pre- 
ſented itſelf as ſhe entertd upon the 
turnpike- road. 
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Clara ran up to the coachman, de- 
manding if there was room. He an- 
ſwered by ſaying ſhe mult pay the 
fare down. Moſt willingly, thought 
Clara, and inſtantly depoſiting three 
guineas with the perſon in the inn, 
to whom the driver directed her, ſhe 
ſprang into the coach, and fat down; 
the coach drove off, and Clara was 
happier than 2 queen. 


There were two other paſſengers 
in the ſtage, an elderly gentleman, and 
a young woman about five and twenty. 
The former looked on Clara a few 
minutes, then turned to the window, 
and amuſed himſelf with trees, fields, 
and hedges. Not ſo the latter; ſhe 
examined Clara with the moſt ſcru- 


tinizing curioſity, and appeared to feel 
con- 
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conſiderable delight when ſhe turned 
her eyes from Clara's dreſs to her 
own; yet ſhe felt her triumph incom- 
plete, when, after intently looking on 
Clara's face, ſhe took out a pocket- 


glaſs, to find where the advantage 
lay. | 


This damſel, who had not the moſt 
remote pretenſions to beauty, was at- 
tired in a riding- habit of an ill-choſen 
colour, contraſted with a different li- 
ning. Her ruffles and cravat were 
lace; a glittering watch-chain adorn- 
ed her fide, and a ſmall hat, large 
feather, and cockade, her head. Her 
ſtature was extremely low, her perſon 
very well formed; but even this, her 
fingle perfection, was loſt behind a 
multitude of defects, rendered glaring 


to 
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to every obſerver, by her extreme va- 
nity and affectation. 


On the other ſide ſat the artleſs 
Clara Sudbury, attired in a common 
calico gown, a {tuff petticoat, a beau- 
tiful ſhawl, her ſiſter's gift, thrown 
round her ſhoulders, worſted mittens 
on her hands, and a Leghorn hat, 
which had been her beſt and worſt 
near two years, tied under her chin. 
The wind, during her walk, had blown 
her ſhining hair from its confinement, 
which hung in natural ringlets to the 
bottom of her wailt. 


The lady found ſufficient employ- 
ment in contemplating who or what 
this remarkable figure could be ;— 
Clara, in conſidering whether ſhe 
| ſhould 
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ſhould be a lady's maid or a houſe- 
keeper ;—and not one word was in- 
terchanged between theſe fellow- tra- 


vellers, till they arrived at the place 
deſtined for breakfaſt, 


CHAP. 
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0 NCE more in the vehicle, and the 
horſes going full gallop towards Lon- 
don, the joyful agitation of her ſpirits 
ſubſided, and wearied nature aſſerted 


its claims; Clara dropped faſt aſleep 
in the corner of the coach, 
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Two ſtages had they paſſed over, 
twice changed horſes, but neither the 
buz of tongues, the opening and ſhut- 
ting of the coach-doors, nor the en- 
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trance of paſſengers, had power to 
break Clara's repoſe. At length ſhe 
awoke, when, inſtead of the ſilent old 
man before oppoſite to her, ſhe be- 
held a younger perſon, habited in 
black, but whoſe countenance had ſo 
much of the repulſive in its expreſ- 
ſion, that with great ſurpriſe, and a 
Iittle terror, ſhe was going to look 
around her for her former compa- 
nions, but .her deſign was inſtantly 
forgot; for in the next countenance 
ſhe found ſo much to ſooth and 
charm, that her heart bounded with 
# quicker throb, and ſerenity again 
took poſſeſſion of her features. 


It was a young man, apparently 
little older than herſelf, whoſe face, 
though ſomewhat ſun- burned, and 
ſomewhat harſher in features, bore 

rather 
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rather a reſemblance to her own ;— 
the ſame ſenſibility, the ſame inno- 
cence, and, doubtleſs, the ſame vir- 
tues, irradiated each. 


Notwithſtanding his eyes were fixed 
on her, Clara could not help for a 
ſhort time gazing with equa] earneſt- 
neſs on him ; then withdrew her eyes 
to wonder how he came there, how 1 
long ſhe had been aſleep, and why 
the young lady, her next neighbour, 
had not awoke her; but as ſhe kept 
all this wonder to herlelf, ſhe could | 
only depend on future accidents for 1 
an explanation. 


ee. 25 


— 
e 


= _— 22 — © — 4 - — 
<Xg Ts * 2 # -4 —_— + — * 
% 
- Y * - * » 


—— 5 „ VÞ} 


2 


. 8 
— 
—— 
1 * 


5 
| 5 

The croſs-looking man (as Clara's ** 
heart called him) now engaged her A 
attention; for, turning to the young | 


gentleman, he ſaid, I am aſtoniſhed, 
5 Mr. 
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Mr. Edmund, how I could ſuffer this 
hurrying coachman to draw me into 
paying the fare to London, for we 
ſhould only have taken places for one 
ſtage.” 


© J have no wiſh to change, Sir,“ 
replied Edmund; © the ſpeed of this 
conveyance ſuits me; we cannot be 
better.” 


« Not better, Sir? It is but two 
miles now to where the paſſengers 
of this coach are to dine. There we 
might have had a poſt-chaiſe, I doubt 
not; and 1 have my apprehenſions 
that the worthy Baronet won't thank 
me for bringing his ſon to town in a 
{tage-coach.” 


« Good 
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ec Good God, Sir!” cried Edmund, 
with an accent of impatience, “ if my 
father 1s as bad as our letters repre- 
ſent, he will think only of how ſoon 
we come, not how we came,” 


« Is he then,” faid Clara, © fo very 
i? Ah! do not let us ſtay for din- 
ner. 


Every eye was now turned on Cla- 
ra; but the feelings which dictated 
this ſpeech were underſtood by none 
but Edmund; his heart acknowledged 
the ſympathy of her's, and from this 
moment they ceaſed to be ſtrangers. 


Other converſation, than hy looks, 
was not in their power; for the old 
gentleman, unawed by the rank of a 
Baronet's ſun, and deeming himſelf 
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included in the contempt of ſtage- 
coaches, took the tutor very ſeverely 
to taſk; and their wrangling diſputes 
continued without intermiſſion till the 
coach drove up to the Caſte, at 
The young lady all the time exhi— 
biting every ſpecies of affected reſt- 
lefinels, to draw the attention of Ed- 
mund, if poſſible, whoſe near relation 
to the title of Baronet, rendered his 


charming perſon {til more irreſiſtibly 
charming. 


When the coach door was opened, 
the tutor would not alight before Ed- 
mund, though he was neareſt the 
door, but then immediately followed 
him, and waiked on. Edmund ſtaid, 
and the young lady ſeeing him ready 
to offer his aſſiſtance, bruſhed paſt 
Clara, and holding out her hand, 
cried, 
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cried, in a languiſhing tone, © Dear 
Sir, ar'n't you cramp'd to death with 
ſitting ?” 


This queſtion received no anſwer, 
for ſhe had alighted. Ir was Clara's 
turn, and Edmund ſeemed not wil 


ling ſoon to quit the hand he now 
held, 


ce Are ycu going to London?“ ſaid 
he. 


sc Tes, «replied Clara. Don't 
let that croſs man take you away in 
a chaiſe.“ 


c No,” ſaid Edmund; and their 
converſation was at end; for the lady 
had placed herſelf on his other ſide; 
and the tutor returning to look for 
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his charge, frowned with wonderful 
importance, on ſeeing him thus en- 
countercd, 


Between the watchfulneſs of the tu- 
tor, and vigilance of the young lady, 
who now never ſtirred from Clara, 
all opportuaity of diſcourſe was cut 
off during the relt of the journey. 


The rattling of the witeels on the 
pavement of the metropolis, recalled 
to Clara's mind the purpoſe for which 
ſhe came there, not with its former 
attendant, promiſes of pleaſure. The 
coach drove into the inn yard, and 
Clara gave a deep wwoluntary ſigh. 


Here the paſiengers were to ſe— 
parate, and each had fome concern of 


their own to attend, except Clara and 


FE dmund 
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Edmund. The tutor employed in 
bawling, buſtling, and inſiſting on ſee- 
ing his luggage properly removed into 
the hackney-coach he had ſent for; 
the young lady 1n relating her horrible 
fatigues to a ſpruce beau, waiting her 
arrival. Edmund had the minute to 
himſelf, and approaching Clara, who, 
with her little parcel in her hand, 
ſtood at the inn- door, unnoticed and 
alone, 


Have you no one to conduct 
you home?“ ſaid he. 


© No,” ſaid Clara; © I] believe 


this muſt be my home till I find a 


better.“ 


« Stay at an inn, and alone?“ 
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© I have no alternative,” replied 
ſhe. 


* Good God! and how long?“ 


« Oh,” ſaid Clara, her counte- 
nance brightening as ſhe ſpoke, © only 
two or three days at the moſt,” 


ce [ will fee you, then, to-mor- 
row.“ 


% Do, do,” ſaid Clara. 


« Tell me,” rejoinsd Edmund, im- 
patiently, ſeeing his tutor approach- 
ing, © for whom mult I enquire £”” 


e Cla=—— Harriet Saunders, I 
mean,” replied Clara; for that inſtant 
the probability of her name betraying 

| her 
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her to her family, occurred to her 
thoughts, and determined her to take 
another, 


« Farewel,” ſaid Edmund, letting 
go her hand, „ till to-morrow ; for 
Heaven's ſake, beware 2 


« Mr. Edmund, Mr. Fdmund!“ 
cried the tutor, © I wait, the coach 
waits, and 1 mult ſay, Sir, the worthy 
Baronet would not at all app:ove —“ 


« Sir,” replied Edmund, colouring, 
the worthy Earonct, who is indeed 
worthy, ſhall never find me unworthy 
ot worthineſs,” 


« But, Mr. Edmund, I have au- 
chority.“ 
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« You have, Sir, and white it laſts 
I ſhall obey it.” 


And bowing to Clara, he followed 
h1s tutor to the coach, 


CHAP. 
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CLaRa's dreſs created no reſpect 
in the breaits of thoſe who ſurrounded 
her, and ſhe remained confuſed and 
jrreſolute, till a woman-ſervant, who 


had paſſed her ſcveral times, enquired 


what ſhe wanted. 
« A place,” ſaid Clara. 


«© Walk this way,” replied the 
maid, and conducted her up ſtairs to 
a mean and dirty chamber, 


Clara 
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Clara found no fault, ordered tea, 
and requeſted to ſee a newſpaper, 
After waiting a conſiderable time, the 
former was brought, and ſome hours 
after ſhe procured an old paper. — 
Without examining the date, Clara 
eagerly read on, till ſhe came to an 
advertiſemept that was much to her 
ſatisfaction, Then writing a liſt of 
her qualifications, requeſting an im- 
mediate anſwer, ſealed the letter, and 
defired the ſervant to ſee it inſtantly 
conveyed. The girl read X. X. on 
the direction, put it in her pocket, 
and never gave herſelf any farther 
trouble concerning it. 


To Clara every minute was an 
hour. At each foot ſhe heard on the 
ſtairs expectation brightened; as the 
ſteps approached nearer her chamber, 

ſhe 
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ſhe roſe to receive the meſſenger. 
The ſound died away in a diſtant a- 
partment, and Clara again fat down, 
more tortured by impatience and ſuſ- 
Pence. 


While hope could find a reſting— 
place, Clara was not to be totally de- 
prefſed ;— to-morrow Edmund would 
come, and Clara that night flept ſound- 
ly; and when, by ten next morning, 
no anſwer was received, ſhe concluded 
ſome one, more fortunate, had ſecured 
the place. 


That day, the next, and the next, 
cach more comfortleſs than the for- 


mer, paſſed away, and no tidings of 


Edmund. To a ſecond, a third, and 
fourth advertiſement had ſhe applied, 
in the ſame manner, and with equal 

ſucceſs; 
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ſucceſs; and on the morning of the 
fourth day ſhe diicovered imagination 
nad deceived her, and that in aban- 
doning her home, the had indeed be- 
come deſtitute. 


The tears which theſe reflections 
cauicd were yet Rowing, when the 
landlady, finely dreſſed, entered the 
room, and preſenting her bill, de- 
manded payment, Clara read over 
each extortionate charge, and found 
the ſum total amounted to ſeveral 
ſhiliings more than travelling expences 
had left her miſtreſs of. 


« J am truly ſorry,” ſaid Clara, 
laying down the bill and her money 
together; © I really had no idea of 
ſuch an expence; 1 would have lived 
on bread and water firſt. But per- 

haps 
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haps you, Madam, can recommend 


me to a place, and I will certainly pay 
you as ſoon as I can.” 


« I am very ſorry, too, Ma'am,” 
replicd the landlady, who had counted 
and taken into her hand the money. 
Indeed, people muſt live on bread 
and water, 1t they can't afford a little 
meat to it. As to a place, I don't 
know, indeed. — Pray what's your 
name? and where docs your friends 
live?“ 
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« My name,” fad Clara,“ is —— 
I ain called Harrict Saunders.” 
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Harriet Saunders?“ repeated the 
landlady. May be you're the per- 
ſon a foctman axed here for t'other 
day.“ 
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« What footman? Whoſe foot- 
man?“ 


ce ] knows nothing about that, 
{aid the landlady. © He ſaid he had 
a letter for Harriet Saunders; but I 
faid I knew no ſuch perſon. I made 
him take it away again; for 1 ——” 


c Oh! how could you be ſo cru- 
el?“ ſaid Clara. 


« You ſhould have left your name 
at the bar, you know, if you wanted 
to ſee any body. Indeed, it the young 
man is a ſweetheart, or comes from 
a ſweetheart, you'd better apply to 
him to get you a place. Nobody 
will take any body without a cha- 
racter. And indeed, Ma'am, I would 
be civil to every body, but my land- 

2 lord, 


0” - 


"— 


ORPHAN SISTERS. 111 


lord, and baker, and butcher, will he 
paid. This room is wanted now; 
for we have more company than beds; 
ſo, Ma'am, I'll take care of your little 
bundle till you bring or ſend the mo- 


ney. It ſhall come to no harm, I 
aſſures you.“ 


So ſaying, ſhe opened the door of 
the chamber, waved her hand towards 


the ſtairs, and diſmiſſed Clara from 
her inhoſpitable root into the ſtreet. 


Clara ſtood near an hour at the 
gate-way, benumbed with aftoniſh- 
ment; and then, remembering ſhe 


had not a farthing in her pocket, nor 


a friend to apply to in the world, ſhe 
believed ſhe mutt periſh in the ſtreets. 
Turning her head from fide to fide, 
as if looking for relief, her eye was 


* at- 
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attracted by a board on the oppoſite 
fide of the way, on which was written, 


Regiſter Office for hiring of Servants, 


Like lightning ſhe darted acroſs 
the ſtreet; and finding bills affixed to 
the window, deſcribing ſervants and 
places of all kinds, ſhe exclaimed,— 
« How fortunate!” Then read on 
til] ſhe came to, —— 


* Wanted a decent young woman, 
« who works well at her needle, as 
« upper ſervant in a ſmall genteel 
« family.” 


« That's it,“ ſaid Clara; and ruſh- 
ing into the ſhop, Do,“ ſaid ſhe, to 
a dirty, deformed, little woman, that 
ſtood behind the counter, “ Do tell 

me 
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me where that place is, that I may 
get it.“ 


The woman very leiſurely took ſc- 
veral written directions out of a book; 


and ſeparating the right, dipped her 


pen into a phial with ink, and ſeem- 
ed prepared to write; but Clara 
ſeizing the direction, darted out of 
the ſhop, and was in a moment out 
of ſight, while the poor woman re- 
mained behind, fruitleſsly ſtamping, 
ſhouting, and bawling, © Stop! Stay!“ 


Clara ran on, enquiring of almoſt 
every perſon ſhe met the neareſt way 
to the ſtreet mentioned in the paper. 
Some directed her right, others wrong. 
However, at length ſhe found it. The 
houſe appeared ſmall and mean, A 
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ragged, dirty girl opened the door, 
and told Clara that her miſtreſs was 
already ſuited. 


Clara bore this diſappointment bet- 
rer, as the appearance of this place 
had diſguſted her. She walked lei- 
{urely back to the regiſter-office, hop- 
ing another direction would be ready, 
and promiſing herſelf better ſucceſs. 
Great, then, was her ſurpriſe, on hear- 
ing, when ſhe entered the ſhop, the 
woman exclaim, in a rage, © So, 
Madam! I did not expect to ſee your 
impudent face again! What, you are 
come to chouſe me out of another 
place, are you ?” 


« I want another place,” ſaid Clara, 
innocently ; “ that was ſupplied. 


The 
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The woman, whoſe paſſion ſeemed 
to increaſe, was going to rave, but a 
tall, ſtout, ill- looking man approach- 
ed from an inner room, and chucking 
Clara under the chin, ſaid, “ You 
have learned your trade, I ſee, got a 
good ſtock of your own; but it won't 
do ; come, lay down your half crown 
for what you have had, and another 
into the bargain, if you want more.” 


Clara now underſtood her error, 
and with fome confuſion attempted to 
plead an excuſe, confeſſing ſhe had 
not a ſixpence, and offering to engage 
her word, that if they would ſend her 
to a place, ſhe would pay them the 
two half- crowns the very firſt money 
ſhe received, But, inſtead of palliat- 
ing, this declaration enflamed their 
anger, The woman ſcreamed her a- 

| I 2 bule, 
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buſe, the man ſtormed, ſwore, ſhook 
her by the ſhoulder, and often remind- 
ed her of Botany Bay. 


During the midſt of this confuſion, 
in bounced a young lady, elegantly 
dreſſed, and calling out loudly, — 
«© What the deuce is the matter?“ 


The roaring tempeſt inſtantly ſub- 
ſided to a calm, and the woman, with 
placid features and civil words, told 
the mighty crimes of the ſhocking 
creature before her, interlarding her 
relation with your Ladyſhip, and your 
Ladyſhip, at every fifth word. 


The ſtory told, the lady burſt into 
a loud laugh. 


« And 
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And fo,” ſaid ſhe, © after all, 
this poor thing, whom I heard you 
curſing, and threatening with Botany 
Bay, appears only to want half a 
crown to be a very good ſoul, Come 


hither, my pretty innocent, Have 
you any money?“ 
C No, Madam.” 
« Any friends?“ 
«© No, Madam.” 


«© Will any one give you a cha- 
racter?“ 


« No, Madam.“ 


So much the better. And what 
will you do for that perſon who will 


LS: give 
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give you money, be your friend, and 
take you without a character?“ 


c All, Madam, that affection and 


gratitude can diCtate,” replied Clara, 
and burſt into tears. 


« Here,” ſaid the lady, turning to 
the woman of the ſhop, “ Mrs. What's 
your Name, the thing you ſent me 
laſt week was not worth her meat. 
I've turn'd her off, and now I ſhall 
rake this poor creature. — There,” 
throwing down halt a guinea, “ there's 
her half- crown, my five ſhillings, and 
a half- crown over, that you may af- 
ford to aſſiſt the next moneyleſs 
wretch that applies to you, and not 
by your barbarity drive them into 
crimes that may, indeed, end in Bo- 

5 tany 
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tany Bay.— Here, Mr. ——, go bid 
my ſervant open the chariot-door,” 


Then humming a tune half aloud, 
ſhe tripped to the chariot with Clara, 
while the woman followed, and con- 
tinued God bleſſing her handſome la- 


dyſhip till the carriage had driven off. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Clara had now ſome minutes. 
uninterrupted for ſelf-congratulation, 
for this lady's impulſes appeared to 
be all ſudden ; and looking from win- 
dow to window inceſſantly at the paſ- 
fengers in the ſtreet, ſhe ſeemed to 
have forgot any one was with her, till 
Clara's ſecret emotions having betray- 
ed themſelves into heavy ſobs, the 
turned, and taking her hand with an 
air and accent of much good-nature, 

and 


* 
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and a little ſenſibility, ſaid, © Come, 
come, dry up your tears; you muſt 
laugh, if you live with me; I deteſt 
ſorrow. But,” added ſhe, «© I muſt 
hear how you came into this forlorn 
ſtate. You are very young to have 
no friends; and I'll ſwear you are 
pretty enough to have a great many.” 


Clara replied that ſhe had privately 
left relations who had no friendſhip 
for her; that ſhe had come to Lon- 
don to provide a ſubſiſtence for her- 
felf; and that the landlady of the inn 
where the ſtage carried her had taken 
her money, and detained her cloaths, 
for the remaining ſew ſhillings which 
the could not then pay her. 


« A brute!” ſaid Clara's bene- 
factreſs. Where is this inn?“ 


cc Op- 
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6 Oppolite the houſe, Madam, 
where you reſcued me.” 


Inſtantly the coachman had orders 
to drive to the inn, and Clara fol- 
lowed the lady into the bar, where 
they were directed to find the miſtreſs 


of it, 


« Pray,” ſaid Clara's friend, taking 
out her purſe, © return this young 
perſon her cloaths, and I will pay 
your paltry demand. A mighty ſum, 
indeed, for which to turn a poor deſ- 
titute creature, like this, friendleſs inte 
the ſtreet.” 


« Not fo friendleſs, neither,” re- 
plied the landlady, with a drawling 
accent and a look of ſcorn. Friends 
enough, I ſuppoſe, of ſuch ſorts !— 

Honeſt 
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Honeſt people muſt have their mo- 
ney and ſuch friends ſeldom want 


caſh ;—more ſhame for thoſe that give 


it them!“ 


« Narrow- minded, inhuman wretch!” 
faid the lady. © You knew ſhe was 
deſtitute of friends, and yet baſely 


robbed her of the very little that was 
her all.” 


© Robbed!” cried the landlady. 
Marry, you'd beſt keep a good 
tongue in your head. Don't think I 
am afeard of your fine cloaths and 
painted face. I wonder ſuch trol- 
lops have the confidence to ſhew their 
face before an honeſt woman, like 
me. She ſhouldn't have ſtaid fo long, 
had I known her better. Why didn't 
you come yourſelf for her when you 


ſent 
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Robbed, in- 


ſent your footman ? 
deed!” 


« A footman ?” ſaid the lady, turn- 
ing to Clara. 


« Some anſwer, I ſuppoſe, Ma- 
dam,” replied Clara, © to my appli- 
cation for a place, according to an 
advertiſement I read; but I neither 
ſaw the footman nor the letter, nor 


heard of it till to-day.” 


„ From whom did he ſay he 
came ?” ſaid Clara's miſtreſs. 


« Aſk him,” replied the landlady, 
meaning a waiter who juſt entered the 
bar; © I hold no diſcourſe with ſuch 
folks; I am defiled by being near 
you,” 


Then 
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Then fitting down with her back 
to them, muttered, © Come to draw 
away my huſband, I ſuppoſe.” 


ce Honeſt woman! ſaid the lady, 
with peculiar emphaſis : „ the for- 
bearance of one vice alone does not 
prove the exiſtence of every virtue; 
and I ſhudder to think how enormous 
the catalogue of tranſgreſſions would 
be, were the multitude of your vices 
added to the few of mine.” 


Then addreſſing the waiter, © Well, 


Sir, what can you tell us of this foot- 
man?“ 


The waiter made a very reſpectful 
and profound bow, and anſwered that 
the footman had aſked him for Harriet 


Saunders; but not knowing any ſuch 
perion, 


126 ORPHAN SISTERS. 


perſon, he had enquired of his miſ- 
treſs, who alfo denied any knowledge 
of her, 


e Is that your name, my dear?“ 
ſaid the lady to Clara. 


Had her name been aſked while in 
the chariot, Clara would have told 
her true one; but now, a ſort of 
ſhame of confeſſing herſelf guilty of 
a ſpecies of deception, and a confufion 
ariſing in her mind, from the pre- 
ceding converſation, cauſed her to a@- 
knowledge the name of Harriet Saun- 
ders as her own, 


The young man, Ma'am,”” con- 
tinued the waiter, * ſeemed much 
ſurpriſed not to find Miſs Harriet 
Saunders here, and would have left 

1 3 
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the letter ; but my miſtreſs inſiſted on 
his taking it back, In the afternoon 
he came again, and was ſtill more 
particular in his enquiries. I am very 
ſorry, Ma'am; but I had never ſeen 
this young lady, and was quite po- 
ſitive there was no {trange lady in the 
houſe at all, I heard the footman 
ſay to his companion, as they went 
away, that he wondered what the devil 
Mr. Edmund had to do with this 
Miſs Harriet Saunders, that he fent 
him ſuch wild-gooſe chaces after her, 
and made ſuch a piece of fuſs about 


her. He never came any more, 
Ma'am.”” 


The hdy looked at Clara with an 
enquiring eye, and walked on towards 
the chariot: Clara followed with a 
panting heart and trembling ſtep; 
5 but 
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but the ideas which her new friend 
muſt entertain never occurred to her 
thoughts ; her emotions were all con- 
fined to herſelf, to the knowledge that 
Edmund had ſent to her, and that, 
by her own miſmanagement, all chance 
of a future meeting was precluded. 
Without heſitation ſhe related, when 
queſtioned, the whole of her acquaint- 
ance with this Mr. Edmund; and that 
it was all of him ſhe had to relate, the 
expreſſion of her countenance forcibly 
determined, 


The lady felt the power of inno- 

cence. She looked intently at Clara, 
then throwing herſelf back in the cor- 
ner of the carriage, was entirely di- 
veſted, during the reſt of their ride, 
of that coarſe gaiety, proceeding from 


the wiſhes rather than the will. 
By 


1 
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By the cloſe of that day Clara was 
ſully inſtructed in the buſineſs ſhe had 
to perform. It ſeemed to conſiſt only 
of amuſing the lady while ſhe was at 
home, and confidering how to amule 
herfelf when her miſtreſs was abroad. 
This laſt was not an eaſy matter with 
Clara, for there were no books to be 
found, and ſhe could not derive a- 
muſement for more than a minute 
from looking out of the window, or 
playing with a ſquirrel, To place 
Miſs Cleveland's apparel in order, and 
aſſiſt in adorning her, was the utmoſt 
of her taſk, for the ſervant of the 
houſe did the menial offices of their 
apartments, the proviſions came ready 
dreſt from a tavern, and nothing could 
appear more a life of eaſe than that in 
waich Clara was engaged. 
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Perhaps an increaſe of employment 
would have produced more content to 
Clara, for her time unoccupied, her 
thoughts were at their utmolt iree- 
dom. She perceived how much the 
vivacity of Miſs Cleveland was con- 
ſtrained, and as ſhe always fat at table 
with her, faw with equal pain and 
aſtoniſhment, that when her ſpirits 
ſunk under her efforts, ſhe had re- 


courſe to wine. Clara had never taſted 


wine more than twice; ſhe knew no 


need of it; and ſo little had the been 
uſed to the enjoyments of luxury, that 
her wants and wiſhes were eaſily num- 
bered. She was diſguſted with the 
high-ſeaſoned meats Miſs Cleveland 
ate; but terrified to ſee her ſwallow 
glaſs after glaſs, as if with a previous 
determination, if ſhe could not be 
merry, to be mad. 
| This 
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This circumſtance, the kind of fran- 
tic behaviour which generally ſuc- 
ceeded, and the landlady's converſa- 
tion, ſerved to produce much diſſa- 
tisfaction in Clara's mind; yet ſhe 
could fix on no one reaſon why ſhe 
ought not to be content. She feit 
both love and gratitude for Miſs 
Cleveland, and ſhe felt, too, that ſhe 
could forgive her many faults; but 
ſhe would have given a world almoſt 
to know what were thoſe faults that 
ſhe had heard her once openly ac- 
knowledge, and that ſhe ſaw her hourly 
confeſſing, by that continual deſire of 
running from herſelf, 


The fourth day of her abode with 
Miſs Cleveland, ſhe was alone ſeveral 
hours, and revolving all the occur- 
rences that had lately happened to 


K 2 her, 
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her, it came into her thoughts, that 
by this time Caroline muſt have heard 
of her elopement, and remembering 
only their former ſiſterly affection, 
Clara wept over the idea of her ſiſter's 
anguiſh for the uncertainty of her 
fare. 


Glad to catch at the ſhadow of her 
former comforts, Clara came to a de- 
termination to viſit Mrs. Byland the 
next day, with Miſs Cleveland's per- 
miſſion; and retiring to reſt with 
this ſubject in her thoughts, her ſleep 
was ſound, her dreams were happy, 
for they repreſented that ſhe was again 
united to her ſiſter, and that her ac- 
quaintance with Edmund was re- 
newed, 
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CHAP. XII. 


Mus. BYLAND arrived at home 
in worſe health and ſpirits than when 
ſhe left it. Her conſtitution was ſo 
delicate, that indiſpoſition of body was 
always the conſequence of her mind's 
anxiety; and as Byland hated nothing 
worſe than lowneſs of ſpirits, and the 
languor of ſickneſs, he fled from the 
ſociety of his wife, and entirely de- 
prived her of thoſe attentions which 
would have effectually removed both. 
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To Mrs. Wenham ſhe confided all 
her ſorrows; and that friendly lady 
promiſed to watch the haunts of By- 
land, and carefully diſcover the en- 
gagements which ſo continually drew 
him from home. 


Thus was Mrs. Byland willingly 
preparing a new miſery for herlelf, 
when a very unexpected one became 
her lot. Her little boy was ſeized 
with convulſions, and expired in a 
few hours, 


The ſervants thought their lady 
dying, and knew not where to ſeek 
their maſter, one of them haſtened to 
Mrs. Weniam : ſhe allo was abroad; 
but when he reached home, ſhe was 
come by chance to viſit his miſtreſs. 


At 


WW 
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At length Mrs. Byland revived 
from a long period, in which ſhe had 
ceaſed to feel, think, and almoſt to 
exiſt. The ſenſations of a mother in 
thoſe moments of dreadful and eternal 
ſeparation from a darling child, are 
perhaps the keeneſt that nature can 
ſuſtain; and Caroline, who poſſeſſed 
not the ſmalleſt degree of fortitude, 
nearly became their victim. 


Recovered from this ſpecies of 
temporary death, Caroline reclined 
her head on the breaſt of Mrs. Wen- 
ham, and aſked, in a voice ſcarcely 


to be heard, where ſhe ſhould ſeek for 
conſolation. 


e Not from an unkind huſband, 

I fear,” ſaid Mrs. Wenham. © He 
neglects the beauty of his wife, and 
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gives her right in his affections to 
another.” 


© What,” cried Mrs. Byland, ve- 
hemently, “does he forget the truth 
he plighted to me!] But,” added ſhe, 
after a pauſe, with a more plaintive 
accent, © are you ſure, Mrs. Wen- 
ham? Are you fully certain that my 
Henry is unfaithful ?” 


« Alas! I am, indeed. He keeps 


a miſtreſs; nay, he is at this moment 
with her.” 


Mrs, Byland roſe precipitately. 


« Baſe! cruel!” ſhe exclaimed: 
« There will I {ee him, then! Yes, 
in the preſence of that rival, will 1 
utter my reproaches, will tell him 


there 
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there needed but this to complete the 
miſery 
added ſhe, holding her head with both 
hands, „of his poor wife.“ 


Uſeleſs were perſuaſions, equally in 
vain did they remind her of the fits 
ſhe had ſo lately ſuſtained, or the im- 
propriety of going out ſo immediately 
after the child's deceaſe. Go, ſhe 
would; and Mrs. Wenham finding 
an excuſe to be abſent, her maid ac- 
companied her in a hackney-coach. 
Mrs. Wenham had a proper direction 
ready to give them. 


The ſervant enquired at the door 
of the houſe for the gentleman who 
was there, and they were directed up 


ſtairs. Mrs. Byland opened the door 


of the apartment, and entered it a 
| few 


and the frenzy, too,“ 
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few ſteps unperceived, for Byland was 
in earneſt converſation with the per- 
fon by whom he was ſeated, whoſe 


waiſt he encircled with his arm, and 


whoſe hand he held in his. Mrs. 
Byland ſaw him carry that hand to 
his lips, and preſs it with tranſport. 
She ruſhed forward ;—as ſuddenly ſhe 
ſtopped. Clara! her ſiſter! the part- 
ner of Byland's guilt! The ſuppo- 
fition was too much for ſenſe and na- 
ture to ſupport; and when Clara 
threw her arms affectionately round 
her, it was the form of Caroline alone 
ſhe embraced ; her reaſon had become 
extinct, and a loud byſteric laugh 
proclaimed Caroline the victim of 
diſtraction. 


At the cloſe of the laſt chapter, we 
left Clara reſolved to viſit her ſiſter; 
but 
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but the next morning a kind of ir- 
reſolution ſtole on her, and ſhe ſuf- 
fered Miſs Cleveland to go out with- 
out once naming her intention, 


As uſual, ſhe ſat meditating on paſt 
occurrences. Suddenly the hears ſome 
one open the door behind her, and 
enter the room. She haſtily aroſe, 
and beheld Byland. At firſt he re- 
coiled; then gaily advancing, con- 
firmed the delight he felt in ſeeing 
her with oaths; and having ſeated 
her by him on the ſofa, he engaged 
her to relate by what extraordinary. 
accident ſhe had come there. 


Thus ſituated, and thus employed, 
the poor miſtaken Mrs. Byland found 
them, and was amply puniſhed for 

the 
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the injuſtice ſhe did the innocent Cla- 
ra, by her own conſequent ſufferings, 


Miſs Cleveland, to whom, indeed, 
Byland's viſit had been intended, was 
abſent from home at the time of this 
accident; and Clara attended her ſiſter 
above a week, night and day, before 
ſhe recollected that it would de proper 
to make ſome apology to her bene- 
factreſs for the abruptnels of her de- 
parture. 


As ſoon as this occurred to her, 
ſhe ran down into the parlour, to 
mention it to Byland; nor could he 
evade her purpoſe any other way, 
than by at laſt declaring, that Miſs 
Cleveland was a woman who had 
forfeited her reputation, and that ſhe 


could ſhew her no attention that would 
not 
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not endanger her own character, — 
For himſelf, he found an excuſe of 
buſineſs for having come to her apart- 


ments; and Clara wept bitterly for 
the deletion of her friend. 


Byland drew her to a ſeat beſide 
him, and enquired after his wife, 


« Oh!” ſaid Clara, © ſhe is very 
bad; yet there appears no return of 
fever. Tis very ſtrange, I cannot 
get her to look at me: the moment 
I appear in her ſight, ſhe hides her 
face, nor can I prevail on her to utter 
a word. At hearing your name ſhe 
ſtarts and ſhudders, I don't know 
how to bear her ſeeming averſion ; 
and it was leſs pain to me, when, in 
her delirious ravings, ſhe uſed to call 
me her good angel, and make me fit 


to 
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to hear her tell that her barbarous 
ſiſter and wicked huſband dug a deep 
grave, in which to bury her alive.“ 


Byland had a ſuſpicion of the truth. 
His heart ſmote him: but the heart 
of a libertine is callous to good im- 
preſſions. If remorſe intrudes itſelf, , 
he haſtens to baniſh it; and as the 
molt effectual means, places in its 
ſtead an inclination to a new evil. 


Mrs. Byland's diſorder was a brain 
fever, and her madneſs only of a few 
days duration: but when her intellects 
returned, ſhe ſaw, with bitter afflic- 
tion, that Clara and her huſband were 
ſtill together. Never dreaming on 
the poſſibility of a miſtake, ſhe thought 
it uſeleſs to vent complaints, which, 
perhaps, would only increaſe their 

3 ſhocking 
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ſhocking triumph, and reſolved on 
ſteadily preſerving a melancholy ſi- 
lence. Indeed, they were both, and 
Clara particularly, become to her ſuch 
objects of horror, that ſhe would gladly 
have compounded with the lots of 
ſpeech for the reſt of life, fo ſhe might 
be clicEtually removed from all inter- 
courſe with them. 


Byland conſidered that his wife's 
malady ſuited exactly to ſome of his 


purpoſes, and ſought how to perpe- 
tuate it. 


The next day he informed Clara 
that it was deemed neceſſary to place 
her ſiſter in a mad-houſe. This 
meaſure Clara oppoſcd, till he aſſured 
her it was the only means of acce- 


lerating her recovery; but ſhe doubt- 
ed 
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ed the poſſibility of that, when, the 
day after Caroline's removal, ſhe learn- 
ed that ſhe could only viſit the poor 
{ufferer once a week, and then but in 
the preſence of a keeper, 


But even this ſmall indulgence ſhe 
found of importance, when greater 
were denied. It had power to detain 
her in Byland's houſe, which his per- 
ſuaſions and entreaties alone could not 
have done; for, to her former plan, 
of being dependent on herſelf only, 
the was ſtill attached, and ſtill looked 
towards that as her ultimate object. 
Every time ſhe approached the mad- 
houſe, it was with freſh hopes; but 
{till the wretched lunatic (as Caroline 
was falſely deemed) turned from her 
with averſion, and perſiſted in main- 


raining the moſt inflexible ſilence. 
| Next 
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Next to Caroline's reſtoration, Cla- 
ra's wiſhes were moſt active, that ſhe 
might once again ſee Edmund. 


As the profligacy of Mr. Byland's 
character was well known, thoſe ladies 
who had viſited his wife, on her re- 
moval, forbore to come to the houſe; 
and as he had never to any one pro- 
perly introduced Clara Sudbury, it 
was ſuppoſcd, from her ſudden un- 
expected appearance there, that her 
title of ſiſter to Mrs. Byland, was 
merely aſſumed. Even Mrs, Wen- 
ham was of this opinion; and fear- 
ing, leſt the miſtreſs ſhould not be 
as eaſy to diſplace as the wife, ſhe for 
that time in deſpair gave up her views 


er on Byland, and was too proud, or too 
n- much mortificd, to come where a rival 
triumphed. 
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Uninterrupted by viſitors, Byland 
pretended to find the only conſolation 
for his misfortunes in Clara's com- 
pany. Putting on the appearance of 
extreme dejection, he would compel 
her to paſs whole days in liſtening to, 
or ſoothing his griefs. Then would 
he ſeek to ſoften her into pity, by 
pathetically lamenting his fate, would 
inſinuate that Caroline had long ceaſed 
to love him, and that her indifference 
had once nearly reduced him to the 
ſtate ſhe was now in; would artfully 
pals from theſe complaints into an 
animated, paſſionate deſcription of the 
delights ariſing from mutual love. 
And when the mind of Clara was 
melted into compaſſion and tender- 
neſs, he would claſp her in his arms, 
and weeping on her boſom, exclaim, 


6 His 
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His wife, his child, were gone, and 
ſhe alone was now the world to him. 


In theſe moments he uſed to careſs 
her in a manner, and with a vehe- 
mence, which ſhe firmly repulſed, and 
greatly diſapproved, though ſhe for- 
bore to expreſs any reſentment, be- 
lieving his real intentions were the 
belt imaginable. 


e 92 - 


dt © a — r 
4 4 . N 7 * — 
FF ·¹V ] N ̃]§⅛vlt CD. OC ISSS 


To Clara's infinite ſurpriſe, ſud- 
denly this melancholy was at an end. 


1 Parties were now invited, ſchemes of 
- pleaſure invented ; but Clara reco- 
, vered not her vivacity. The mirth 


of theſe companies ſeemed to her 
noiſe; their wit, either unintelligible 
or offenſive; and amidſt the feſtivity of 
public places, her eye inceſſantly 
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ſought an object that even her heart 
did not name, 


Three months paſſed away; — in 
that time Edmund had not appeared ; 
—1n that time Caroline had been re- 
moved into the country, ſhe knew 
not where, under the care of a keeper, 
and her deſire of accompanying her 
ſteadily reſiſted; — and in that time 
ſo many cauſes contributed to render 


her ſituation irkſome, that to change 


it ſhe would have gladly returned to 
Miſs Cleveland. 


Often and often ſhe ſighed for the 
lonelineſs of Sudbury Park. She 
wiſhed to write to her uncle, but 
knew he had a very unforgiving ſpi- 
rit; and ſhe alſo knew, that the mo- 

tives 
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tives which governed her flight, tho' 
ſo intimately connected with her own 


ſeelings, would be utter ſtrangers to 
his. 


L 3 . CHAP, 
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HA. XIII. 


ON E day Byland requeſted as a fa- 
vour, nor would he be denied, that 
Clara ſhould accompany him to dine 
with a ſelect party of friends, as he 
termed them; but Clara came, that 
very morning, to a reſolution to remove 
herſelf immediately from him, at all 
hazards, ſhe the more willingly for 
the laſt time complied. 
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All the ardour her mind poſſeſſed 
when ſhe quitted her uncle's houſe, 
now again, from the ſame motives, 
beamed from her intelligent coun- 
tenance. Her experience ſhe looked 
on as a ſure guide; and when Byland 
came ſtudiouſly and captivatingly a- 
dorned, to conduct her to their ap- 
pointment, he never perceived that 
her dreſs was more than uſually neg- 
ligent ; for, to her face and her cheer- 


ful accents alone he was all eye and 
car. 


Never had Clara's heart bounded 
with ſo quick a throb, as, when alight- 
ing from the coach, ſhe was joyouſly 
entering that houſe to which Byland 
had conducted her — never, as when 
already over the threſhold, ſhe turned 
again toward the ſtreet, and beheld— 
L 4 Edmund, 
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Edmund. She could not rufh for- 
ward, for ſhe trembled; ſhe was giddy. 
But he, neither trembling nor giddy, 
looked at her an inſtant with ſcorn; 


then repulſively waving his hand, walk- 


ed in ſilence away. 


Hilarity was at an end. Rather 
dragged than led, ſne entered the 
room, where ſome ladies and a few 
gentlemen appeared to expect her, 


It was not feigned indiſpoſition of 
which Clara now complained. Her 
head ached, nay, every limb ached, 
from the powerful influence of her 
mind. 


They preſſed her to eat, and ſhe 
attempted ir, but could not; they 
entreated her to drink, and ſhe com- 


plied 
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plied, rather than be compelled to 
ſpeak : and after the ſecond glaſs of 
wine ſhe had ſwallowed, it was ob- 
ſerved that a deep glow was on her 
countenance, —that ſhe appeared to 
breathe with difficulty; and Byland, 
who ſcarcely a moment ſuffered her 
to draw her hand from his, proteſted 
he believed ſhe was 1n a high fever.. 


J wiſh,” ſaid ſhe, © I could go 
home, and go to bed.“ | 


* You ſhall go to bed here, Mits 
Sudbury,” 1aid one of the ladies. 


0 Do, my love, my own Clara,” 
ſaid Byland, 


She paſlively aroſe; the company 
did the ſame :; ſome ſtrove to ſuppreſs 
a ſmile, 


5 
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a ſmile, but Clara ſaw it not, nor did 
ſhe perceive the air of ſatisfaction and 
triumph, with which Byland again 
pronounced © My own Clara!“ as 
he conducted her to the door of the 
apartment, 


Two ladies retired with her to a 
bed chamber, and would fain have 
aſſiſted her to undreſs and go to bed. 
This ſhe meant to do, but choſe ra- 
ther to do it alone, She felt the 
preſence of any one a reſtraint upon 
her very thoughts, and grew petulant 
as they perſiſted. Ar length they 
complied in leaving - her, and ſhe 
ſhut the door after them with a de— 
gree of pleaſure, 


She ſat down on the neareſt chair, 
and leaning her head againſt the wain- 
ſcot, 
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ſcot, found much relief in tears. An 
extreme inclination to ſleep ſeized her, 
and ſhe was preparing to go to bed, 
but the plan ſhe had formed in the 
morning ſuddenly occurring to her 
mind again, ſhe wiſhed ſhe was home, 
that ſhe might buſy herſelf in pre- 
paration ; ſhe recollected, too, that 
ſhe muſt either riſe again, and join the 
company, or ſtay in the houſe of a 
ranger all night: both were diſ- 
agreeable, and ſhe reſolved to avoid 
both by going home. She would not 
conſult Mr. Byland, becauſe ſhe ſup- 
poſed he would detain her, and ſhe 
did not feel herſelf ſafficiently inte- 
reſted by any perſon ſhe had ſeen 
there, to recollect it was rude to leave 
them without an apology. 


Clara 


| 


bo rs en neon gaps oo HS 
* be”, a * — 2 


— os 4. \ 


\ 
| 
Lo 
15 
: 
x 
4 
oY 4 
4 1 
I 


156 ORPHAN SISTERS. 


Clara quitted the bed-chamber, 
walked leiſurely down ſtairs, and ſhut 
the ſtreet door after her, happily, in- 
deed, for her, unſuſpected and un- 
perceived. 


Not more than twenty yards from 
the houſe, again ſhe ſaw Edmund. 
He looked as if he meant to paſs her, 
yet ſuffered her to ſtay him. 


ct Mr. Edmund,” ſaid Clara: ſhe 
could ſay no more. 


c Ah,” ſaid Edmund, “ with ſo 
much innocence in your looks, who 
would ſuſpe& you had ſo much guilt 


in your heart.” 


If I underſtand what guilt means,” 


replied Clara, my heart and guilt 
have 
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have been ever unacquainted.“ And 


ſhe withdrew the hand ſhe had before 


laid upon his arm, 


Had you ſaid this in the ſtage- 
coach, I ſhould have believed you ;— 
had you ſaid this in the inn-yard, I 
could have pledged my ſoul on your 
ſincerity but three months only are 
paſſed, (ſhort time for corruption to 
become ſo prevalent,). and I find you 
willingly, nay, cheerfully, entering a 
brothel; and weakly enough, perhaps, 
have I been watching near that bro- 
thel, if poſſible, to take a laſt leave 
of you, and tell you, that as fondly 
as I could have loved your innocence 
and truth, fo bitterly will I hate and 
deſpiſe your infamy.“ 


Edmund 


* 

1 
* 
* 
— 
- 


1. 


r 
2 


—— — 


” 2,7 „ "0 


„ LD 
+ 


-— 


o - * 
_ ä 
" i q To * 1 
— £ — * « * 1 
e bx 97 EB 
c <OS 
* = — ”"” > 8 
s > - > I — 3 


* AK AT * 4 - 
- 8 * * 5 * 


— - 
— — -* 
- N — 
* > * . 
o p % - 


"Og Za 
„ 1 


I A 
Do S 
2 
— 44 
SG 


— 


F 1 
» " 
* by 
45 
N. * 
* 2 
f 2 
1 by 
- 
. 
1 
1 
k 
bs 
"6 
1 
o x 
9 
= ©, 
1 


— 8 „ * = — 8 = - 
> LR 8 + Tad 
„ 


158 ORPHAN SISTERS. 


Edmund might have ſpoken on, 
and Clara would have been as ig- 
norant of that, as ſhe was now of his 
departure. The word brothel alone 
reſted on her ear; its conſeq uences 
ſwallowed up her attention. The 
maſk fell from the wicked Byland; 
ſhe ſaw his deſigns as they were. Cir- 
cumſtances of conviction crowded on 
each other, and ſhe walked on with 
wild and haſty ſteps, as if miſery, 
deſpair, and death, were her cloſe 
purſuers. 


Miles had ſhe wandered, nor aſked 
herſelf whither ſhe would go. To be 
far from Byland, from his compa- 


nions, from that horrid houſe, was all 


her defire; and the moſt wretched 
dwelling, the verieſt hovel, that could 


conceal her from thoſe objects of 
dread, 
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dread, would ſhe have called a Pa- 
radiſe. 


How ſuddenly were Clara's terrors 
at end! How vigorouſly were her 
hopes of ſafety re-animated ! — She 
heard the revered name of Sir George 
Eltington ;—ſhe ſaw the perſon who 
pronounced it directed to the oppoſite 
houſe ;--but Clara was there before 
him. The door ſtood open ; — ſhe 


ruſhed into the hall, and ſat down on : 
the firſt chair. e 


c Run,” ſaid ſhe to a ſervant who 
approached her, “ and tell Sir George 
Eltington he mult ſee me directly.“ 


« Your name, Ma'am ?” 


cc No,” 
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« No,” cried Clara, “ I will tell 
him y name myſelf, if his heart does 
not name me, when, in mine, it re- 
calls the features of my father.” 


The footman would have ſhewn 
her into an apartment, but Clara re- 
fouled. She continued fitting in the 
hall, with her looks fixed on the ſtair- 
caſe, expecting each inſtant to fly into 
the arms of her father's moſt beloved, 
moſt generous friend; and while ſhe 
waited his approach, ſhe was endea- 
vouring to calm the perturbations of 
Joy, that ſhe might relate the viciſ- 
ſitudes ſhe had ſuffered, without in- 
coherence or miſtake, 


If time could in this ſtate have 
quieted her emotions, ſhe had time 
enough; for a full hour and a half 

clapſed 
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elapſed after the ſootman had inform- 
ed her ſhe might ſpeak to Sir George 
in a minute or two, as he paſſed to 
his carriage, 


At length a bell rang; the ſervants 
ſcized their hats; the carriage drew 
up cloſer to the door. Clara heard a 
footſtep coming down the ſtairs ; ſhe 
role and approached nearer. A lady 
firſt deſcended, and Clara retreated a 
little, for the lady's countenance was 
moſt unprepoſſeſſing. With a more 
than uſual elevation of her head, ſhe 


looked at Clara as if. ſhe meant to 


overlook her; and the footman, who 
had a tolerable knack at gueſſing his 
lady's thoughts, anſwered the queſtion 
ſhe wiſhed to aſk, by informing her 
that lady wanted Sir George. 
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By this time a tall, thin, ſallow 
young man had deſcended the ſtair- 


caſe; and the lady turning to him, ſaid 


with an attempt at concealed malice, 
] ſuppoſe I am to wait in the car- 
riage, Sir, while you attend that lady. 
You may not want lifteners to your 
diſcourſe, Pray don't hurry your- 


ſelf.” 


And the lady moved to the hall- 
door; but envy and jealouſy would 
not ſuffer her to go farther, Pulling 
off her gloves, unciaſping and re- 
claſping her bracelets, and other un- 
neceſſary adjuſtments, ferved to pro- 
long the time ; and next a fan became 
neceſſary to cool the heat that vexa- 
tion could produce even in a Nos 
vember evening, 


% Have 
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c Have you any commands with 
me, Madam,” ſaid the gentleman to 
Clara. 


& No, none in the world, Sir, un- 
leſs, indeed, you are related to Sir 
George Ultington, Sir.“ 


« Very nearly, Madam.“ 
And he bowed pompouſly and bg. 
nificantly, 


e Oh; then, lead me to him, or 
go yourſelf, and ſay, that he once 
ſnatched my father from poverty ;j— 
tell him, Sir, it is the child of Charles 
Sudbury, who now implores him to 
ſave her from evils, millions of de- 
grees works than the extremeſt po- 
verty.“ | 

M 2 « I da 
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« | do remember, Madam, that 
Sir George did a very great deal for 
ſomebody of the name of Sudbury. 
Indeed, it was not unfrequent with 
him to ſerve, greatly ferve, many un- 
deſerving perſons, But my father 1s 
no more.” 


Clara had not obſerved that every 
one around her was in mourning, 


J inherit his title,” added he. 
Clara gaſped for utterance. 
« And and his virtues, too, 


I hope,” ſaid Clara; but her coun- 
tenance told ſhe doubted it. 


Sir George bowed, and was going. 


« Hear 


i. 


fe 
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« Hear me, Sir,” cried Clara. 


Sir George ſtopped. 


« Your looks are cold, but your 
heart may be compaſſionate. I have 
ſeen people look kind, while they 
planned my deſtruction. Your father 
would have ——" 


Poor Clara's voice was become in- 


articulate ; tears ſtreamed down her 
cheeks. 


J am very ſorry, Madam,” ſaid 
Sir George, © to ſee you thus af- 
tected. You have a very rich uncle ;. 


l underſtood you were in his pro- 
tection,” | 


0, 


ear — 
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« I once was; but . 


Clara now could not talk. 


«© Some weighty reaſon, I ſuppoſe, 
muſt have induced you to quit him. 
I am very ſorry, Doubtleſs you 
would have been his heir. Your 
friends, Madam, ſhould adviſe you. 
to return to him. Pray take a ſear, 
till you have recovered your agitation. 
You may command any refreſhment 
you pleaſe; but you'll excuſe me. 
I fear Lady Eltington will take cold, 
waiting ſo long in the draught of 


. the air. 


And bowing politely, he walked 
away, regardleſs of Clara's ſobs, re- 


gardleſs of that look, and motion of 
her hand, which ſeemed to conjure 


him, 
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him, in the name of his father, to mw 
and be her friend. 


The ſervants, ſomewhat more hu- 
mane than their ſuperiors, offered her 
drops and water; but ſhe filently 
put them aſide, and with a burſting: 
heart, again. ſallied. forth into the. 


ſtreet. 


While Clara filed. from Byland, her 
ſteps were firm; the felt no want of 
ſtrength, But now a new calamity 
had partly ſuperſeded her fears; — a 
new diſappointment. had ſoftened her, 
and impaired that vigour with which 
her mind- ſupplied her limbs: now 
ſhe tottered; and obſerving a little 
kind of portico before a ſmall houſe, 
ſhe ſat down, to gi e her wearied feet 
ſome reſt. 


M. 4. This 
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This ſtreet was near the outſkirts 
of the town, and very little frequent- 
ed, Being almoſt dark, too, Clara 
imagined herſelf tolerably ſecure from 


obfervation, and ſought not to. reſtrain 
her feelings. 


Sir George's mention of her uncle 
renewed her remembrance of the hap- 
pineſs ſhe had known at Sudbury 
Park ; but not one trait of any thing 
diſagreeable in that retreat occurred to 
her memory, Even Northington was 
now recollecled with her former affec- 
tion. His fault brought into compariſon 
with the cruelties ſhe had ſuſtained 
from others, how trifling did it ap- 
pear. Northington's, a. ſudden 1m- 
puiſe, a momentary error, probably 
1epented as ſoon as committed ;—By- 
land's, barbarous, premeditated vil- 
43 5 lany. 
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Jany. Even all the inſtances of hard- 
heartedneſs ſhe had met with, and 
that of Sir George Eltington more 
particularly than the reſt, ſerved to 
bring forward to her view the ten- 
derneſs and attention of Northington. 


No wonder, then, that ſhe buried his 
fault in oblivion. 


With Edmund, indeed, ſhe did not 
bring him in compare. She felt that 
Edmund had done her the greateſt 
injuſtice; but what ſhe ſuffered from 
that was a diſtinct feeling. When 
Edinund occupied her thoughts, every 
one elſe was abſent. She excuſed him 
from circumſtances, forgave him from 
the ſame; but aſſured that ſne never 
could recall the moments when he 
thought favourably of her, ſhe bade 
her heart, now take its final leave of 


his 
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his remembrance. With lifred hands, 
and ſtreaming: eyes, ſhe was repeating 
half aloud her laſt farewel, and with. 
energy praying to Heaven that he 
might never be ſo misjudged, as he 
had misjudged her, when © Miſs Cla- 
ra, Miſs Clara!“ ſounded in her ears. 
She leapt from her ſeat, and threw herſelf 
into the arms of Northington. Tran- 
ſport, ſurpriſe, become too powerful 
for her natural fortitude, and, for the 
firſt and only time of her life, Clara 


Sudbury fainted away. 


CHAP. 
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SK. . 


ON a clean bed, in a neat plain 
chamber, Clara recovered her ſenſes. 
Northington ſat on one fide, and a 
decent elderly woman on the other. 


J am well now,” ſaid ſhe, riſing, 
de quite well. Let me go home to 
Sudbury with you. Don't you think 
my uncle will forgive me? Oh! 
Northington, you know not what I 
have ſuffered. My poor ſiſter, too, 

18 
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is a ſufferer. Ah! it is a dreadful 
thing to be orphans! Your honeſt 
heart, Northington, and my uncle's. 
cold one, little think of the villanies. 
practiſed in this great world.” 


By Northington, Clara was remind- 
ed that it approached near to mid- 
night. By the woman of the houſe 
ſhe was prevailed on to take ſome 
mulled wine. To none of her en- 
quiries would he give anſwers, would 
hear no part of her ſtory, and be- 
ſought her, in the moſt tender ac- 
cents, to compoſe herſelf to reſt, — 
Soothed by the voice of friendſhip,. 
her mind became compoſed, and the 
memory of her joys and griefs equally 
forgotten in a profound and tranquil. 
fleep. | 


It 
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It was not at all ſurpriſing that 
Clara's inexperience ſhould miſtake 
the effects of love for the voice of 
friendſhip. That love, indeed, which 
would mutually have reigned in the 
pure breatts of Edmund and Clara 
towards each other, had not perverſe 
accidents intervened, is inſeparably 
united, or 1s, perhaps, genuine and 
vivid friendſhip under another name. 
But the love of Northington had 
nought to do with friendſhip; it was 
an impulſe, a paſſion of the ſame 
nature, yet more ardent, and infinitely 
leſs brutal, than Byland's ; — for he 
ſought not his pleaſures at the price 
of her miſery ; he meant to deceive 
Clara into the belief that he was wor- 
thy of the happineſs ſhe could beſtow 
on him; and as he flattered himſelf 
that the deception would paſs undiſ— 

= covered 
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covered for life, he ſcarcely imagines 
he could be doing her a wrong.— 
Moreover, he remembered how greatly 
her intereſt was concerned. 


"Notwithſtanding ſelf-intereſt had fo 
powerful an influence with Northing- 
ton, its ſuggeſtions were over-ruled 
by the npolſs of this fervent, un- 
conquerable love. He dared to leave 
Mr. Sudbury; he even ventured to 
London, the place which he moſt 
dreaded, in ſearch of Clara, and deem- 
ed himſelf the moſt fortunate of men 


that he thus met with her .the ſecond 


-day of his arrival. 


On a ſudden, Clara was become 
very proud. As the was reſolved ne- 
ver again to think of Edmund, though 
The thought of him all: the time, fhe 
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left him entirely out of a very pretty 


ſcheme of happineſs which ſhe amuſed 


herſelf in planning the next morning, 


for Caroline, for Northington, her 


uncle, and herſelf. Caroline was to 
be divorced from Byland ; they were 
again to return to Sudbury Park; 
her uncle was to become perfectly 
good-natured; and their days were to 
paſs more joyous than heretofore. 


She was almoſt angry that North- 
ington was not as much delighted with 
the plan as herſelf. When ſhe ſpoke 
of going immediately to Sudbury, he 
hinted fears of her reception; and 
when ſhe would not beheve that, he 
alledged buſineſs would detain him a 
ttle time in London. Yet it ap- 
peared his buſineſs was in no haſte, 
for be ſtaid with Clara all that day, 
5 . ſome- 


” 
— — — 
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ſometimes walking reſtleſsly about rhe 
room, ſometimes fitting ſilent and 
melancholy, often approaching her, 
and ſuddenly retreating, as often be- 


ginning a ſentence, and leaving it un- 
finiſhed. 5 


In the evening he abruptly quitted 
the room; and in little more than 
an hour the maid- ſervant brought to 
Clara the following letter. 


« In vain, Miſs Clara, do I at- 
« tempt to conceal my emotions be- 
ce fore you, and equally in vain have 
« I attempted to explain them to you. 


« Miſs Clara! Tears accompany 
« my pen. To you do 1 look far 
« felicity more than earthly, or from 
« you mult J. receive a bitterer an- 

- guiſh 
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« puiſh than perhaps ever was the 
« portion of man. 


ce Remember the harſh ſlavery you 
« endured with your uncle; remem- 
« ber the villany of Byland ; and aſk 
« yourſelf whether you could not find 
te ſecurity and happineſs as the wife 
« of your Northington. 


« Till taught by your charms to 
« love, I was at peace, and happy. 
« Did I ever rob you of comfort ? 
& Reſtore me, then, Miſs Clara, re- 
« ſtore me to myſelf, It is juſtice 
ce that I demand. 


« 1 dare not ſee you till I have 
ce your anſwer. Be ſpeedy, yet not 
c raſh, Miſs Clara. Beware what 

VOL, 1. 1 te that 
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ce that anſwer is; let it be kind. My 
c love is more than common, and 
« my deſpair may exceed. my love. 
Its conſegyences may be horrible. 


J. NoxTruxGTON.” 
| * 

e Lord have mercy upon me!“ 
ſaid Clara, laying the letter on the 
table, and K. as death. 4 Love 
me! Marry me! Lord have ' way 


upon me l again repeated Clas. 


Had ſhe been a Roman Catholic, 
ſne had certainly croſſed herſelf, and 
told her beads. Before trembling, ſhe 
ſat down to write her anſwer; but 
ſhe could not write. The laſt fen- 
tence of his letter terrified her. Uſed 
to ſpeak her own thoughts exactly as 

4 they 
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they were, without expreſſing one 1dea 
more than their true meaning, ſhe had 
before her eyes inſtantly all the con- 
ſequences of deſpair, and the picture 
was indeed horrible. She felt ſhe 
could not write an anſwer; and it 
proved a great relief, when ſhe re 
collected it was eaſier to ſpeak than 
write. She ſent for Northington. 


To Edmund ſhe would have found 
it infinitely leſs difficult to write than 
ſpeak. 
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